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9th February 2024 

 

 

Dear Parents, Staff, Friends and Students of St Brigid’s College, 

 

Twilight Information Evenings  
 

Next week, we welcome all parents and caregivers, as we partner in support of the 

children and young people in our care.  Our staff will provide detailed information on 

the programs and opportunities that are available to the students here at St Brigid’s 

College.   

 

The Primary Information evening will be held on Monday, 12th of February and the 

Secondary Information evening on Tuesday, 13th of February.  Please see details below:  

 

Partnership with Parents – Twilight Information Evenings 

 

Monday, 12th February 2024 

Primary (Kindergarten to Year 6) 

 Tuesday, 13th February 2024 

Secondary (Years 7 to 12) 

   

Time: 6.00p.m. to 6.30p.m.  Time: Session I   5.30p.m. to 6.15p.m. 

Session II  6.30p.m. to 7.15p.m. 

Venue: College Gymnasium  Venues: See following 

 General information pertaining to all 

students – Kindergarten to Year 6 

 

Welcome from the Principal, Mrs 

Veronica Parker, and Head of 

Primary, Ms Anne Tan 

 Specific information relevant for your child or young 

person’s Year Level. Sessions are hosted by the Year 

Team Leader or Dean. 

 

The session will be repeated at 6.30p.m. for families 

with multiple children or who are unable to attend the 

earlier Session. 

 

You will have access to everything you need to know 

to support your child / young person in 2024. 

 

Presentations will be posted on the College website on 

Wednesday for the families who are unable to attend 

in person. 

 

   

Time: 6.45p.m. to 7.15p.m.  

Venue: Classrooms  

 Specific information from Classroom 

teachers with everything you need to 

know regarding the year ahead for 

your child 

 

   Year Group Location YTL / Dean 

   Year 7 Wandju Room Ms Philippa Wicksey 

   Year 8 Library 

(Upstairs) 

 

Mrs Lauren Daley 
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   Year Group Location YTL / Dean 

   Year 9 Library  

Room 20 

Mrs Viv Bahbah 

   Year 10 Library 

Room 19 

Mrs Argia Biddle 

   Year 11 Staff Room Mrs Catherine Wildish 

   Year 12 Staff Room Mrs Catherine Wildish 

 

Driving and Parking around St Brigid’s College 

 
Please be vigilant when driving around the Campus.  As a community, we all 

have a duty to care for each other, to follow the road rules and act responsibly.  I 

am continuing to work with the City of Kalamunda for the improvement of the 

design and use of the Catherine Place and Glen Road areas. 

 

The following times should enable families to collect their children efficiently.  

Parents of students in Years 1 to 12 arriving too early at the College create 

congestion as they do not allow parents of the children in the Early Years to access 

parking.  Please be mindful that our older students can wait to be collected from 

the College. 

 

Dismissal times are as follows: 

 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten   3.00p.m. 

 

Year 1 to 6      3.15p.m. 

 

Years 7 to 12      3.20p.m. 

 

The staggered finish times are designed to alleviate traffic congestion.  If you have children across the 

Year Levels, encourage them to wait under the trees near the main entrance in the afternoon, and arrive 

a little later. 

 

The City of Kalamunda Rangers are friends of St Brigid’s College and they are working hard to keep 

our community safe.  Please follow the signage and rules regarding parking restrictions. 

 

If you have any ideas to support the traffic flow across the College, please do not hesitate to let me 

know. 

 

Sacramental Catechesis - Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Lesmurdie extends an invitation to any Catholic secondary student who 

would like to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, Communion or Confirmation, and who missed 

receiving these Sacraments in primary school. to attend Sacramental Catechesis classes commencing on 

Monday, 12th February 2024 at 4.00p.m. in the Parish Hall. 

 

St Brigid’s College Community Mass 
 

A Community Mass is held every Tuesday morning at 8.00a.m. in the College Chapel – all 

welcome!  
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Fast & Abstinence during Lent 

 
The season of Lent begins on Wednesday, 14th February with Ash Wednesday. 

The College community will participate in an Ash Wednesday prayer service. 

 

Lent is a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and of helping others. In this 

way, the whole Church prepares for Easter, the major Christian liturgical feast of 

the year. 

 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast (one main meal) and abstinence (no meat). The law of 

fasting binds those who have completed their eighteenth year, until the beginning of their sixtieth year; 

the law of abstinence binds those who have completed their fourteenth year (Code of Cannon Law 97, 

1251-52). As a result, the canteen will not be serving meat products on Ash Wednesday. 

 

Uniform and Grooming 

 
The College maintains high standards regarding the wearing of our uniform.  Staff will outline these 

expectations during our Information Evenings.  Your ongoing support is appreciated. 

 

1:1 iPad and Laptop Program 
 

The College Executive, in conjunction with feedback from students and 

parents, decided to adopt a leasing model for devices in November 2022.  It 

has been exciting to see the new leased devices rolled out in Years 1, 4, 7 and 

10 this year.  

 

In 2025, this will be extended to students who will be in these specific Year 

levels.  Please be aware that students currently in Pre-Primary, Year 3, Year 6 

and Year 9, will move to this lease arrangement at the commencement of 2025. 

 

In 2026, all students will be involved in this lease arrangement. 

 

College Library 
 

The College Library is open every school day from 3.30p.m. to 5.00p.m.  Students 

in Year 6 to 12 can access the Library during this time.  

 

 

 

 

Managing School Transitions 
 

Transitions into Year 1 and Year 8 can still be particularly fraught and sometimes takes both students and their 

parents by surprise. 

 

In most schools and systems, Year 1 is regarded as a year when school “gets real”. Year 1 has an increased 

emphasis on academic learning as well as higher expectations around independence and self-regulation. Even for 

children who seem ready, the jump from Pre-Primary to Year 1 can be a big one.  

 

The “Year 8 dip” refers to a drop in motivation and performance that often occurs between the first and second 

years of secondary school. Year 8 and Year 9 are often seen as the least important years of secondary school.  Year 
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7 is new and Years 10 and up are focused on exams and what students will do after they finish school.  Year 8, in 

contrast, has no obvious purpose.  Also, Year 8 students are no longer the youngest in the school and are conscious 

of “growing up”.  

 

What can Parents do to help?  

 

Year 1:  

• Speak positively with your child about the changes they might be experiencing.  

• Strengthen your child’s independence and planning skills.  

• Let them pack their own school bag.  

• Set up a daily routine.  

• Read regularly with them to strengthen their language skills.  

• Talk to the teacher if you have concerns.  

 

Year 7 to Year 8  

• Speak with enthusiasm about Year 8.  

• Be prepared for a drop in your child’s enthusiasm.  

• Address concerning behaviours early.  

• Recognise your child’s increasing maturity and provide them with a greater voice in decisions about 

school and other issues.  

 
Acknowledgement: Nina Van Dyke and Cynthia Leung in The Conversation, March 8, 2023, 

https://theconversation.com/year-1-and-year-8-can-be-surprisingly-tough-transitions-if-your-child-is-struggling-they-are-

not-alone-200356  

  

Year 10 Immunisations 
 

Correspondence regarding the Year 10 Immunisations, scheduled for Wednesday, 21st 

of February, has been emailed home to our Year 10 families this week.  Please contact 

our College Nurse at nurse@stbrigids.wa.edu.au if you have not received this 

information.  
  

 SchoolTV 

 
When I was at school, it felt like an excursion when you visited the TV Room.  SchoolTV is nothing like 

that and thankfully we have Smart TVs in all classrooms, so the students don’t need to leave their 

desks.  

SchoolTV is actually an online resource accessible via our College 

website. The subscription to this resource provides us with a range of 

resources from leading Youth wellbeing experts and researchers from 

around the world.  It is a tremendous resource for parents, and I 

encourage you to familiarise yourself with it:  

https://sbcl.wa.schooltv.me/newsletter/happiness-gratitude 

 

“Happiness is not the result of bouncing from one joy to the next; achieving 

happiness typically involves times of considerable discomfort. It’s more 

than simply a positive mood, it’s a state of wellbeing that encompasses 

living a good life.”  

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg 

 

 

 

mailto:nurse@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsbcl.wa.schooltv.me%2Fnewsletter%2Fhappiness-gratitude&data=05%7C02%7Cguerinoni.pauline%40stbrigids.wa.edu.au%7C1dda064e0a8c483b8a4908dc26e0cd0e%7C568b6bc527ef4e2a8a67518712a23344%7C0%7C0%7C638427994199882368%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=maN4Mdnuiz2FT3q1jrPcPVEvnRwucXBTIlMXF03Hl8M%3D&reserved=0
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Mathspace Parents and Carers Webinars 

 
Mathspace, an online mathematics program for students, is 

hosting webinars for parents and carers to show how this 

online tool can help support your child in learning 

mathematics.   

 

Please register your intention to join a webinar through the following links or click here: 

 

• Tuesday, 13th Feb 3pm 

• Thursday, 15th Feb 6pm 

 

Requests for Extended Leave 

 
All requests for extended leave, whether they be for a student in the primary or secondary school, must 

be made in writing to the College Principal at least three weeks, where practicable, prior to the 

intended absence.  An absence is a period of time that is three or more school days in duration.  A copy 

of the Extended Leave Policy may be downloaded from the College website: 

https://sbcl.wa.edu.au/policies/. 

 

Right to Disconnect 
 

To assist us in enabling our teachers to disconnect from work and technology at the end of their working 

days, there is no expectation that they will respond to calls, emails, texts or other communications 

outside of school hours.   

 

2025 Academic Scholarships 
 

St Brigid’s College awards Scholarships for entry to Years 7 and 10 with the intention of assisting 

students to maximize their potential.  Applications for our 2025 

Scholarship Program will open on Monday, 11th March 2024 at which time 

an Information Sheet and Application Form will be available for download 

from the College’s website. Please note that applications will close at 

4.00p.m. on Thursday, 28th March 2024.  Examinations will be held on Monday, 15th April 2024. 

 

Community News 

 

Catholic School Parents WA (CSPWA) 

 
The Catholic School Parents WA (CSPWA) Parents and Friends (P&F) Induction evening will 

take place on Wednesday, 21st February from 6.00p.m. at St Peter’s Primary School, 103 Wood 

Street, Inglewood. 

 

The Induction evening will cover the P & F Terms of Reference, Office Bearer role 

descriptions, the importance of school climate surveys and information on how to access 

SCPWA P&F resources and online induction. 

 

Should you have any topics you would like CSPWA to cover on the night, please email 

admin@csp.wa.edu.au.   

 

Please register via this link: https://events.humanitix.com/cspwa-parent-induction-evening  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.mathspace.com.au%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FOS%2B113%2Fd2DhDB04%2FVVBP7b6bv2WmW1XX2D05lHp7YW1MKd8X598KshN2glj223qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3nZW330lsv8dTh8ZW57lR5Q2gp0KDW3-G-Hg2swbYXW5-kMxm64Kr7fW5z4GSn7X4vr2W6M467j7v1qNfW1SJ0Yb10JnX_W3dmb7T4rgd1mW8qbBQh82xhgvW6Sr-pZ2YBTBnW52RZkc2mG-CvW8YVTqH2qsjXfVBk-ws88_bNtW3Bp_P98wJvmvW3KgVDS6DLpqnW8TCzbw7pxyj2W4BQd1l8Pqy5GVMNDPX3PdGMHW1Mv_ML4PDmVtW4RMp1L3pq6y8N2qDmNdHvhR2W1_P--p8Q_pvhW8tvxd274lyqcN92jrKnx4BPCW25PHkB1h1wstW6HGHNH1R7m2MW6B3fty3myX5FW4zVnbr5WfKVjW7fkFq63wvJz8W5cXKPG5NsJxCf3DGftT04&data=05%7C02%7Cguerinoni.pauline%40stbrigids.wa.edu.au%7C81c8e46687574c7387ed08dc26d424a1%7C568b6bc527ef4e2a8a67518712a23344%7C0%7C0%7C638427939808473281%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=i9rNu2ArLR3xvQ2LsceuOIsB%2BoX%2F0InZvD50XxlbRjg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finfo.mathspace.com.au%2Fe3t%2FCtc%2FOS%2B113%2Fd2DhDB04%2FVVBP7b6bv2WmW1XX2D05lHp7YW1MKd8X598KshN2glj223qgyTW95jsWP6lZ3pdW862VyW2SWBJRW3f8RR-5P_KQTVLGx2H3J1tz9W4qcCR02bTpv5W7VQNxz5TnG9vW2Ytcj_5mQ6xNW3vWWz21YsRWgW3g6CkV32bvzXV8xQY-6YYkqYN2DD_X86jFc2N38XVSkq7Qj_N8j4403N3RnvW1vBkDF2K7cJ-W8Y6VN07hb-NHW3nypM73sllz3W72D7Br48280nW3r9vhP7mlp9rW8n2kz32dfRQ8W35qYfm5JjHBlVlfZmL6ggXKNW46rB3p2w53kMW2wR_4W5S5l-dW4-GF974NXP8_W9lTGnd2DvJ7hW4PPyNT6Png20W9gvH0P4fSSmnVbJ1df3dbzkmV2x47Y97nS8FV6-Mdz8wfBdyW8h_VFj4V7rq3f2R0_wv04&data=05%7C02%7Cguerinoni.pauline%40stbrigids.wa.edu.au%7C81c8e46687574c7387ed08dc26d424a1%7C568b6bc527ef4e2a8a67518712a23344%7C0%7C0%7C638427939808480552%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gjjy6iUPUSgz3od8RkX%2Bz9O2XsiYjyYE5M3iDUFwQ9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://sbcl.wa.edu.au/policies/
mailto:admin@csp.wa.edu.au
https://events.humanitix.com/cspwa-parent-induction-evening


6 

 

Kalamunda Districts Hockey Club 
 

Please find information from the Kalamunda Districts Hockey Club Inc here advising readers of their 

Open Day which is to be held today, Friday 9th February, from 5.00p.m. to 7.00p.m. at Hartfield Park, 

62 Hartfield Road, Forrestfield. 

 

 

In conclusion, I have attached a copy of our flyer, ‘This Week at the College’ that will provide you 

with an overview of events for the second week of Term 1.  I hope you enjoy these snippets of life at 

the College. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

 
 

Veronica Parker 

Principal 

 

Attachment 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The St Brigid’s College community acknowledges the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, the traditional owners who 

have walked upon and cared for this land for thousands of years.  We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment 

and relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey 

of reconciliation. 

https://sbcles.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/Ef6hO4SYi09Pin3BTeenay8B0HbK5pmfnKDb56RY8_yMFQ?e=TgsoSE


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 THIS WEEK AT THE COLLEGE 

 
 

Monday, 
12th February 

 
Year 12 Student Leaders Breakfast –  

St Brigid’s and Mazenod Colleges 
Primary School Parent Information Evening 

 

 

  

Tuesday, 
13th February 

 
Shrove Tuesday 

2024 Caritas Launch of Project Compassion  
Secondary School Parent Information Evening 

 

  

 
Wednesday, 
14th February 

 

 
Ash Wednesday Liturgy 

SRC Assembly 
 

  

 
Thursday,  

15th February 
 

 
Senior Drama Workshop 1: Feet First Collective 

3.40p.m. to 5.40p.m. 

  

Friday, 
16th February 

 
Year 4 Gold Assembly 
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