St Brigid’s College
Parent Forum
Meeting Minutes

STBRIGID'S
COLLEGE

Meeting Date

Wednesday 26th February 2026

Meeting Venue

College Community Room and
TEAMS

Meeting Time 630pm
Type of Meeting General Meeting
Attendees - Committee Jo Markovic

Members

Anna Coghlan
Mandy Wallace
Peta Kennedy

Attendees - Staff

Veronica Parker
Yvonne Bleach online
Christine Padua

Attendees - Parents /
Guardians

Yemi Muiukaus
Lauren Scott
Sarah Kampen
Sarah Elms
Jade Fowler
Rose D’Orazio
Sarah Elms
Amy Carruthers
Kirsten Morrow
Tenika Walker
Lauren Clark
Jennifer Kaki
Suraj Karki

Apologies
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Meeting Opened at 6.12pm

Agenda Item 1 - Acknowledgement of Country

Jo Markovic - President

Acknowledgement of Country

St Brigid’s College Lesmurdie
acknowledges the Whadjuk people of
the Noongar Nation as the Traditional
Custodians of the land and waters on
which our College stands.

We pay our respects to Noongar Elders
past and present, and we honour their
continuing connection to Country,
culture, and community.

Guided by the Sisters of Mercy, we
commit to living our Mercy values of
Hospitality and Compassion —
welcoming all with open hearts, Ilstemng
with respect, and acting with care,
fairness, and responsibility in all we do., \

Agenda Item 2 - Opening Prayer
Anna Coghlan - Vice President

Co@w

You have destined me.

and He gave of Himself to me.
given me.

gone before me, and to the world.

nurture God's creation so that future

generations may enjoy God's gifts.

Lord, help me to grow to be, that for whicl

may always remember that He loves me

A sense of responsibility to my family, to
my friends, to others, to those who have

A sense of responsibility to protect and

ol
s,
>

Give me, O God, a sense of responsibility.

A sense of responsibility to Christ, so that |

A sense of responsibility to myself, so that |
may never waste the gifts which You have
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Agenda Item 3 — Welcome and Round Table Introductions
Jo Markovic - President

Parent Forum’s.mantra for.2026is . | . {. ... ....... Why does PFexist? - -

: : : : The Parent Forum offers a family -
“We welcome. we care” i perspectrve to enhance and suppott our St |
- : Bngr’d s College commumty

At ihe heart of eve:n; decis:\on that is made, of

every discussion that we have — we need to E We exist to:

| remember we are representing the whole school | | - ]
community, and we need to consider the best ¢ Fostérstronger connections between theé school'and its
outcomes for our children. commiinity, encouraging actwe participation and

B T coeallaboration. T
All'of theim. Ve are walking this togethier. « - Create a supportive atmosphere where families feel

- valued and involved in their children's education.

What we are not here for: > :
= School level decision-making (staffing/curriculum/resourcing)
«" Governance ( policy development/financial planning)

= Operational matters (timetabling)

STBRIGIDS
COLLEGE

Jo Markovic welcomed attendees, including those joining online.

Round table introductions were conducted.

The Parent Forum's theme for the year is "We welcome, we care," which
aligns with the Principal’s vision and will guide all decisions.

The role of the Parent Forum was explained: to foster strong connections
between the school and community, and create a supportive atmosphere
for K-12, including day students and boarders. It is not for governance or
school-level decision-making.

Peta Kennedy added that the Parent Forum can act as a conduit for
parents' questions, forwarding queries to the appropriate person.

Key events the Parent Forum supports include: Junior School Disco, Quiz
Night (potentially Bingo this year), World Teacher Day, Year 12 Final Day,
Bring a Buddy to Boarding, and the Christmas Carols event. An event for
the Senior School is still open for consideration.

This year's values focus on hospitality and compassion

Agenda Item 4- Principals Report
Mrs Veronica Parker - Principal

Updates

Acknowledged the successful start to the year and credited the parent
body's support.

Highlighted the successful settling-in of new students, particularly Year 7
boarders and pre-kindy students.

The uniform shop has been relocated, and the former space is now the
Year 12 common room.

A new green tie for Year 12 students for Terms 2 and 3 has been
approved. Year 6 and 12 students have received their leader shirts/jackets.
The college is celebrating 180 years since the Sisters of Mercy came to
Western Australia. The theme for the year is compassion and hospitality.
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New executive staff were welcomed: Dr Salvatore Ide Luca (Head of Faith
and Mission) and Ms Jessica Martin (Deputy of Pastoral Care).

The Parent Information Night used a "Choose Your Own Adventure"
workshop format. A Y-Safe online safety presentation for secondary
families had low attendance (3 people).

The Principal is seeking guidance on how to increase parent engagement
and build friendships, suggesting ideas like a wine and cheese evening for
new families or non-alcohol-centered events like game nights.

The newsletter is now on a two-week cycle, with feedback to be sought at
the end of the term.

The new netball courts, supported by St Brigids Netball Association and the
Parent Forum, are nearly complete.

The college supports local Catholic primary schools by allowing them to use
the pool facilities. (Good Shephard Primary School)

Master plan: - 30-year growth master plan nearing completion; first phase
to be an Early Learning Center.

Early years playground: minor improvements planned during holidays
rather than major investment.

Space serves approximately 125 children (ages 3 years to pre-primary);
aims include accessibility and engagement (e.g., looping bike track, grass
flattening).

Work targeted for April holidays if feasible; avoid in-term construction;
contingency to next holidays if needed.

Upcoming/Recent Events:

Primary swimming carnival for Years 3-6 (date TBC).

Secondary house carnival held last week (date TBC).

Musical preparation underway with 129 students involved; parent support
anticipated.

Primary disco upcoming; ticketed event including pre-Kindy with
modifications.

Parent inductions and Parent Information Night held with a workshop
format; attendance positive but could be higher.

Y-Safe presentation for secondary families (low attendance).

No actions were assigned.

Agenda Item 5- Review of Previous Minutes
Peta Kennedy Secretary

No actions carried over from 2025

Grant process overview:

Community members can initiate grants; submissions reviewed by
executive two weeks before meeting for alignment.

Purchases tracked as assets via business manager; preference for items
usable by multiple groups.
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o Historical examples include initiatives like Bush School originating from a

grant.
e Action tracking: Meeting actions captured and worked between meetings;

intent to close all actions by end of year.

Agenda Item 6- Financial Report
Mandy Wallace - Treasurer

- Financial Report -PF Treasurer Mandy Wallace @~ |

SBC PARENT FORUM FINANCIAL REPORT
Summary Financial Pasition - . . . . . . . .
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e e BNSERL, - Junlor Cardening Equipment |G Masella) Grant 42/ 2025 (APPROVED $4,000 : 986,08
- . . . . . . Boarding - Term 2 (F HEpl) £8J 2025 pevsoven $500) . . 500.00
'F“:‘]';:“h s St i s . s - DO Term3(F Hepi $14. 2025 uemnovei o, . . 0,00
¢ Subsceptins - Shudures New and pustments ' | masias ) et o ' ' .
Entar \ Bosk Commission ’ : : : was | Bclmmn.u Turm 4 [F HEp) 815 2[}25‘.499&3%4&){\‘.1 - 60,00
Department of Edscation - WASS Resid yal Sayment 1o PEs X D e | Equipnient Lipgrace - G in (P Kennedy) #16./ 2025 jaek 2 2,05550 i
e e SRCNball Gours G Boyler) 17 SRR peovEDgtagey L L L o L L diRgo .
Tolalincoms - - - TJoasezo - WoildTeachers Day (FF Eunc) 1B/ 2625 ARIVED S1.000) : : 1,060.00 -
Exponses . . . . . - IotalGrants PendingPayment . . i :
[\Bs'lbiumpﬂsz?mL
P ianiedy - AGH PlETIEs - BRmoursament . . . gsasm -
M Wakaca -Year End Gt . : . © auas © TotalEspenses 4 Grants + Grants Pending > > 26,727.04
D:lll‘j‘\‘l"h‘"’cu‘ FutCamhbals =~ N N N 15000 N N N N N N N N
" iwey * - ElasingBalance Avalosl Funés sLoaasr - -
Grants Paid . . . . . . . . .
Equish N i D0E5 pramnov 11,3380 Toageds
© "Yeardi - viear Bodks 205 (D Babirich) 902035 oo ied s sredosiwy’ © T TldEen’ T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T n ot n g B
: . : : | wsE ¥
o N . e ... STBRIGIDS. . .
" O oo Sansos e Pt - - D, . . . . . . COLLEGE -

Closing Balance Funds - $97,022.57

The report covers the period from the November 2025 AGM.

e Closing bank balance carried forward: $53,592.

e Income: P&F Subscriptions ($69,151), Entertainment Book commission
($25.45), Department of Education grant ($980).

e Expenses: Subscription reimbursement ($27), AGM catering/gifts, and
fruit for the senior carnival.

e Grants Paid Out: Equipment upgrade for the meeting room, Year 6
Yearbook grant for 2025.

e Grants Carried Over from last year are still being worked on: Junior
School Gardening, Boarding Bring-A-Friend, and Community Room
upgrade.

e Current available funds as of 2026-02-25: $97,022.

o Peta Kennedy explained the grant process for new parents.

No actions were assigned
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Agenda Item 6 — Grant Applications
Peta Kennedy Secretary

Parent Forum Meeting
Grant 1 - $1000

Grant 1 of 2026

Primary School Disco Decorations
Christine Padua and Catherine Brunt

Summary: Funds requested for decorations and storage for the "Fairy Tales" themed
primary school disco. Ticket sales cover food and entertainment, but not decorations. It
was noted decorations could be reused.

Decision: Approved $1000.00

Parent Forum Meeting
Grant 2

Grant 2 of 2026

Replenishment of School Bicycles
Chris Pietroniro

Summary The grant is to purchase 10 new, smaller-sized bicycles for primary-aged
students, as current stock is in disrepair or the wrong size. The bikes are used for PE
programs, certificate courses, and the SSWA triathlon.

A suggestion was made to approach a local Kalamunda bike shop for a third quote -
refer to Veronica Parker. Also ask if they could help with service costs

Decision: Approved $4500.00
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Any Other Business - AOB
Peta Kennedy Secretary

PF Events

Junior School Disco - Christine Padua

e Ticket sales open with two weeks' notice; sales close two days before Friday (date
TBC); ticket price $10 (TBC).

e Approximately 100 tickets sold so far; aiming for around 300 (TBC).

e Pre-kindy/kindy session shortened to 30 minutes.

¢ New elements: roving entertainment, face painters, different D] to actively
engage students.

e Audio management: D] to maintain appropriate volume based on prior feedback.

e Heat management: Aircon fan system organized for lower school area based on
prior feedback.

e Parent volunteers coordinating BBQ, decorations, and logistics; appreciation
expressed.

¢ Communications: Letter sent to parents; potential reminder to be sent a few days
before the event.

e Safety/logistics: Pink hi-vis vests available for parent helpers; items not
permitted include horns, daggers, and wands.

Parent forum Friendship 2026 — Anna Coghlan

e The initiative is designed for parents, especially new families, to connect socially.

e Previously, each class received $250 for a social function.

e A discussion was held regarding the inequity of the flat funding model due to
varying class sizes.

e A proposal was made and agreed upon to change funding to a pro-rata amount,
such as $10 per child.

e Events can be parent-only or include children, and funds can be used for room
hire or catering.

e The initiative is being extended to Year 7 parents this year.

Parent Induction Workshop:

e A request was made for the parent induction workshop to be offered online for
parents who cannot attend in-person.

e Veronica will meet with her team to discuss facilitating an online evening session.

¢ A question was raised about how inducted volunteers are identified; staff cross-
check a list. A visible marker, like a badge, was suggested.

Footpath Issue:

e A concern was raised about the lack of a footpath on Glen Road near the pre-
primary kiss and drop, forcing parents and children to walk on the road.

¢ A staff member noted they are aware of changes planned for the area by the City
of Kalamunda and will review the plans. If a footpath is not included, they will
contact the city on February 26, 2026.

e Double parking was identified as a problem, and a reminder was made for
everyone to slow down.
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Other Items:

¢ A representative from the Saints Football Club was scheduled to present but was
not in attendance.
e Mandy will follow up on a letter from Hon Klasey Hirst MLC regarding a donation.

Actions :

Dat
Action Number 58 Action Owner Open/Closed Date closed
Opened
L1 [+] [+] [+] [+] [+]
001-26 26-Feb-26 Follow up with the office regarding the donation letter. Mandy Wallace Open
002-26 26-Feb-26 Discuss options for an online parent induction warkshop. Veronica Parker Open
Review City of Kalamunda plans for Glen Road area; contact the .
003-26 26-Feb-26 ;. with feedbackiif no footpath is included. Veronica Parker Open
Obtain a third quote from a local bike shop for the triathlon bikes .
004-26 26-Feb-26 grant. Chris P Open
Meeting Dates
Next Meetings :
Wednesday 15t April
Tuesday 12t May
Tuesday 23 June
Tuesday 11% August
Wednesday 16" September
Wednesday 28t October
Wednesday 18" November - Annual Community Meeting

Meeting Closed at 7.37pm
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