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St Brigid’s College 

Parent Forum 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Meeting Date 1st April 2026 

Meeting Venue College Community Room and TEAMS 

Meeting Time 630pm 

Type of Meeting General Meeting 

Attendees - Committee 

Members 

Peta Kennedy 
Jo Markovic 
Anna Coghlan 
Mandy Wallace 

Attendees – Staff Veronica Parker 
Christine Padua 
Yvonne Bleach 
Catherine Brunt 

 

Attendees – Parents / 
Guardians 

Sarah Kampen  
Tim  Cramp (online) 
Deb Craddok (online) 
Krista Lancaster online) 

Apologies  
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Discussion Points 
 

 
Meeting Opened at 621pm  

 

Agenda Item 1 - Acknowledgement of Country                                            
Jo Markovic – President 

 

 

 
 

Agenda Item 2 – Opening Prayer                                                              
Anna Coghlan - Vice President 
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Agenda Item 3 – Welcome and Round Table Introductions               

Jo Markovic - President 
 

 

 

•  

Agenda Item 4– Principals Report                                      

Mrs Veronica Parker – Principal 
 

 

 
Updates 

• Expressed sincere sympathy to the Ferrar family following the passing of a Year 12 student at 
Mazenod College. 

• Confirmed that all middle leaders, senior leaders, and boarding supervisors are trained in 
Gatekeeper training for suicide prevention and prevention 

• Protocols prevented sharing sensitive information about the event; support was targeted to 
vulnerable students and staff. Boarding students related to the family received support. 

• The Principal met daily with the principal of Mazenod College, and staff from both schools 
collaborated closely. 

• Parent engagement has increased this term. 
• The Easter Hat Parade was a success. 
• The Cross Country was held on Monday, March 27, 2026, and was a successful event with 

participation from all students. 
• Preparations for the college musical, The Little Mermaid, are progressing well, with the 

performance scheduled for July/August. 
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• The swimming carnival was a success, with the college maintaining its A-grade standard. 
• The Year 7 transition to boarding is going well. 
• A staff professional development day on protective behaviours is scheduled for April 2, 2026, 

facilitated by the chief psychologist at Catholic Education WA. The Keeping Safe curriculum is 
used from pre-kindergarten to Year 12. 

• No staffing changes or long service leave are scheduled for the next term. 
• Initial discussions have begun regarding the financial impact of fuel prices on families and 

school bus services. 
• The school newsletter received 1600 hits last fortnight. 

No actions were assigned. 

 

Agenda Item 5– Review of Previous Minutes                                       

Peta Kennedy Secretary 
 

 
Peta Kennedy provided an update on actions from the previous minutes. 

 
Action 001-26  The donation letter was followed up by Mandy Wallace 
Action 002-26  Veronica Parker investigated an online parent induction module. Other Mercy 

schools do not have one. It would need to be built in-house, possibly using the 
SALT module system. This could be a potential grant opportunity.  
The action regarding the online parent induction is closed from the Parent 
Forum's perspective but remains on the Principal's radar. 

Action 003-26  Veronica Parker reported on the Glen Road footpath suggestion. She received 
an email from Simon at Kalamunda Council confirming it was a good idea but 
noted issues with the width of the area. The project cannot be included in this 
year's budget for the Kalamunda Council but has been taken on board for 
consideration next year. The proposed footpath would link the parking area on 
Katherine Place to Lesmurdie Road. Veronica has forwarded the details to 
Kirsty, who initially raised the concern. 

Action 004-26  Peta Kennedy confirmed she emailed Chris regarding the approval of his grant 
and the need for a third quote. Veronica Parker has also spoken to him, and he 
is following up. 

 
 

Agenda Item 6– Financial Report                                                
Mandy Wallace – Treasurer 
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Opening balance as of February 20, 2026, was $112,924. 

• Outgoing expenses included $150 to a fresh food supplier and the annual affiliation fee with 

CSPWA, which increased due to a per-head fee rise and increased college enrolment. 

• Grants paid out included $10,000 for the netball courts and $25,000 for the early years 

playground upgrade. 

• The Y Safe summer safety day grant was $2,200. 

• Small grants for a shed, junior school disco, and PE bikes are pending. 

• The closing bank balance of available funds is $62,403.74. 

• The forum was asked to consider how funds should be allocated for Term 2 and 3. 

• Of the $62,000 available, funds will be mapped against the seven key initiatives. 

• Veronica Parker noted that student voice is paramount in deciding how funds for Year 12s and 

boarding are spent. She has asked student leaders for their ideas without specifying a budget 

amount. 

No actions were assigned 

 



  

 

 

P a g e  6 | 8 

 

Agenda Item 6 – Grant Applications           

Peta Kennedy Secretary  
 

Grant 3 of 2026  

 

Summary: 
• Christine Padua presented the grant application for additional reading books for Primary 

students. 
• The Primary school uses the Initial Lit program for Pre-Primary to Year 2 and the Lexile 

program for Years 3 to 6. 
• A gap has been identified between Year 2 and Year 3. There is a need for extension books 

for advanced Year 2 students and support books for Year 3 students who are not yet ready 
for the Lexile program. 

• The current resources in the Year 2 classroom are insufficient to cater for both groups. 
• The college has already budgeted $10,000 for reading books this year, up from $8,000 last 

year, but this is quickly spent. 
• The requested $3,600 would provide enough books to fill this specific resource gap. Christine 

demonstrated that $1,500 worth of books fills a small basket, illustrating why the requested 
amount is necessary. 

Decision: $3700 - Approved  

 

Any Other Business - AOB                                                                 

Peta Kennedy Secretary 
 
PF Events  

Primary School Disco Review 
Summary: 

• A review of the recent Primary School Disco was presented. The event was considered a 
huge success and a great community event. 

• It was strategically held on a Friday to welcome new families. 
• Families brought picnics, fulfilling the original vision for the event. 
• Thanks were extended to the Parent Forum decorations committee 
• The Year 4 to 6 disco with the DJ was a particular highlight. 
• Suggestions for next year included additional air conditioning/fans due to the heat. It was 

noted that changing the time of year is difficult due to winter sport schedules. 
• Parent help was abundant, with many volunteers for setup and the BBQ. 
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Parent forum Friendship 2026 – Anna Coghlan 

 

This is an initiative for parents to connect, with a budget of $10 per student for each year group. 
• Year 6 is planning a Kalamunda Pub catch-up in Term 2 and a parent sundowner in Term 4. 
• Year 7 has a catch-up organised for May 2nd at the Kalamunda Pub in the upstairs room, 

including grazing platters. Parent reps are Olivia and Kate. 
• Budgets have been emailed to all year group reps based on student numbers. 
• The Year 2 reps, Deb and Sarah, are planning a pizza and play event, similar to the previous 

year's successful event at Sturt Park. 
• It was clarified that the student numbers provided on the left side of a document were the 

correct, most recent figures. 
• It was confirmed that the budget allocation will increase if school enrolments go up. 

Actions : 

 
No actions recorded. 

 

Meeting Dates 
Next Meetings :  
 

Tuesday              23rd June 
Tuesday              11th August 

Wednesday         16th September 

Wednesday         28th October 
Wednesday         18th November – Annual Community Meeting 
 

Meeting Closed  at 7.58pm  
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