


Principal’s Welcome 

 

Dear Families 

 

It is with pleasure that I present to you our Years K - 6 Curriculum Handbook for the 2026 academic year.  

 

There is an abundance of opportunities at St Brigid’s, and I encourage all our girls to be actively present 

and contribute to the life of the College. Students who are involved in the extra and co-curricular 

activities of a school experience a greater sense of connection and belonging. These are the years to get 

involved and enjoy the full experience that St Brigid’s College offers.  

 

Our Mercy founder, Catherine McAuley, is quoted as saying, “We should be shining lamps giving light to 

all around us.” I pray that Years K - 6 will be filled with both joy and success for your daughter. Your family 

members are valued in our community and we look forward to working together with you in 2026. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

VERONICA PARKER 

PRINCIPAL   
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Curriculum 
 
High quality teaching sits at the heart of effective learning, and we are committed to providing 

classroom experiences that respond to the diverse needs of every child. Our lessons are 

intentionally differentiated to ensure all students can experience success. As a Catholic school 

serving children from Pre-Kindergarten through to Year 6, Religious Education remains a central 

focus of our curriculum. 

St Brigid’s College (Primary) implements the Pre Primary to Year 10 Western Australian 

curriculum in accordance with: 

• The Policy Standards for Pre Primary to Year 10: Teaching, Assessing and Reporting.   

• The Principles of Learning, Teaching and Assessment detailed within the Western  
  



Australian Curriculum and Assessment Outline 

In Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten, St Brigid’s shall be guided by the Belonging, Being and 

Becoming: The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) and the Kindergarten Curriculum 

Guidelines. 

From Kindergarten to Year 6 we follow the West Australian K–10 Curriculum in all mandated 

areas including:  

• English  

• Mathematics  

• Humanities and Social Sciences (History, Geography, Citizenship)  

•Science 

•Technologies 

•Health and Physical Education 

•The Arts 

• Languages – Italian (Year 1 – Year 6)  

Specialist Teaching Areas: St Brigid’s College offers a wide variety of specialist classes including 

Italian, Music, Physical Education, Health, Art and Science.  

 

 

Religious Education 
Religious Education is a core element of our Catholic 

school community. We acknowledge that parents are 

their child’s primary faith educators, and our Religious 

Education program works in partnership with families to 

nurture and support this important role. 

 

Religious Education at St Brigid’s College follows the Perth 

Archdiocese Religious Education Units of Work.  

These cover a range of concepts and topics progressively and developmentally. All students 

participate in daily Religious Education lessons, and within each class, there is a designated 

Prayer Area focusing on daily prayer and reflection. In addition, students partake in rostered 

Liturgies and Class Masses. Students are prepared to receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation, 

First Eucharist and Confirmation at the appropriate class levels. Liturgical Feast days are also 

celebrated within the College and with the broader community.  

 

 

 

 

 



English 

The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated strands of Language, Literature and 

Literacy. Our English Curriculum aims to develop strong readers, writers and communicators 

from Kindergarten to Year 6 through a structured, evidence-based approach. All year levels focus 

on the Big Five components of literacy; phonics, phonemic awareness, fluency, vocabulary and 

comprehension, which guide our planning and teaching. 

 

In Kindergarten, students begin their literacy journey with PreLit, a play-based program that 

introduces essential pre reading skills. In Pre-Primary to Year 2, students participate in InitiaLit, 

which provides explicit, systematic instruction in phonics, reading and spelling. As students 

move into Years 3 and 4, they continue to build their word knowledge through SpellX, focusing on 

spelling patterns and morphology. 

Across the school, students also engage in Talk 4 Writing, a program that strengthens writing 

through oral language, modelled texts and guided practice. Together, these programs ensure a 

consistent and supportive approach to literacy, enabling all students to develop confidence and 

capability in English. 

 

Mathematics 

Our Mathematics Curriculum equips students with the essential skills and understanding 

needed to confidently engage with Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry, and 

Statistics and Probability. Mathematics supports students in developing strong numeracy skills 

that are valuable in everyday life, future learning and the workplace. From Pre-Primary to Year 6, 

we deliver the curriculum using Oxford Maths, a structured program that provides sequenced, 

concept-based learning and opportunities for students to practise, apply and extend their 

mathematical thinking. 

 

The curriculum is underpinned by the four proficiency strands: Understanding, Fluency, Problem 

Solving and Reasoning. These proficiencies describe how students learn mathematics and guide 

teachers in developing lessons that build deeper understanding and increasingly sophisticated 

skills over time. 

 

Brightpath 

Brightpath Mathematics online assessments (Year 2 – 6) provide teachers with immediate, 

meaningful feedback that helps them evaluate the impact of their teaching. The platform offers 

clear insights into each student’s readiness to learn the mathematical concepts assessed, 

enabling teachers to: 

• Identify next steps aligned to each student’s zone of proximal development 

• Differentiate instruction for individuals and small groups 



• Plan targeted whole-class teaching 

• Track student growth along developmental progressions 

• Compare class and school data with a wider student population 

Together, Oxford Maths and Brightpath support a consistent, data-informed approach to 

improving mathematical understanding for all learners. 

 

Science 

Science helps students explore and make sense of the biological, physical and technological 

world through investigation, prediction and problem-solving. It develops an understanding of key 

scientific concepts, the processes used to build scientific knowledge and the ways science 

influences society. Students learn that scientific ideas can change as new evidence emerges. 

The curriculum encourages curiosity, critical thinking and creativity as students ask questions, 

test ideas and draw evidence-based conclusions. Science learning also builds the skills needed 

to make informed decisions about local and global issues and supports students who may wish 

to pursue future science-related pathways. 

 

Health and Physical Education  

Health and Physical Education enables students to develop the knowledge and skills needed to 

enhance their own and others’ health, safety, wellbeing and participation in physical activity. 

Through a contemporary, engaging and active curriculum, students build personal identity, 

resilience and the ability to manage risk and form respectful relationships.  

 

The Keeping Safe program further supports this by explicitly teaching protective behaviours, 

personal safety, consent and strategies for seeking help. Students learn to think critically about 

health practices, use inquiry skills to investigate influences on wellbeing and make informed 

decisions. As they mature, they learn to access and apply reliable information and resources to 

support their own health and contribute positively to the wellbeing of their community. 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences 

Humanities and Social Sciences explores how people interact within social, cultural, 

environmental, economic and political contexts, from the past to the present and into the future. 

The learning area includes Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, Geography and 

History. Students develop skills to question, think critically, analyse evidence, make informed 

decisions and communicate effectively. By examining how historical, geographical and societal 

factors connect, students gain a broad understanding of their world and learn how to engage as 

active, informed and responsible citizens. 

 



Languages  

Languages enable all students to communicate proficiently in a language other than English by 

providing students with essential communication skills, an intercultural capability, and an 

understanding of the role of language and culture in human communication. Students in Year 

One to Year Six study the language of Italian.  

 

Technologies 

Technologies empowers students to make informed decisions, solve real-world problems and 

contribute to sustainable futures. The learning area includes Design and Technologies, where 

students use design thinking to create solutions for authentic needs, and Digital Technologies, 

where they apply computational thinking to design and implement digital solutions. Through 

hands-on activities, students build creativity, coordination and problem-solving skills while 

developing confidence with digital tools. Technologies offers meaningful challenges that foster 

curiosity, innovation, collaboration and ethical thinking, preparing students to participate 

responsibly and creatively in an increasingly complex, technology-rich world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Arts 

Visual Arts encompasses art, craft and design, encouraging students to create works that 

express and challenge ideas. Through making and responding as both artists and audience 

members, students develop conceptual understanding, perceptual skills and critical thinking. 

They explore visual techniques, technologies and processes, engaging in experimentation, 

problem-solving and creative discovery. Visual Arts also builds cultural awareness as students 

learn about artists and artworks from past and 

contemporary contexts. 

 

Music engages, inspires and empowers 

students, encouraging creativity, expression 

and critical thinking. Through active 

participation, both individually and 

collaboratively, students develop 

imagination, aesthetic understanding and 

confidence. Music is a universal form of human expression, shaped by culture and experience. 

By exploring their own musical backgrounds and engaging with music from different times and 

cultures, students build appreciation, broaden their perspectives and develop the skills needed 

to understand and enjoy music in meaningful ways. 

 

Early Childhood Education 

Our Early Learning Centre provides a welcoming and purposeful environment for children aged 

three to six within our broader school community. We aim to create a safe, nurturing and 

engaging space that supports children’s interests, strengthens their skills and fosters positive 

attitudes toward learning. We recognise that the early years lay the foundation for future 

success, and our teaching reflects evidence-based practice. Our pedagogy draws on 

investigative and inquiry-based learning, Reggio Emilia principles, the Early Years Learning 

Framework and the National Quality Standards. Alongside rich play experiences, Literacy and 

Numeracy are taught explicitly to ensure students develop strong foundational skills. 

 

We view each child as capable, curious and full of potential. Children bring with them a wealth 

of knowledge and experiences, and our role is to build on these through careful observation, 

meaningful interactions and strong partnerships with families. Our play-based approach 

provides children with opportunities to explore, question, imagine, problem-solve and reflect in 

ways that support social, emotional and cognitive growth. This is complemented by intentional 

teaching that responds to individual needs and interests.  

 



Our Bush School program further enriches learning by allowing children to connect with nature, 

explore freely and engage in hands-on, sensory experiences in the outdoors. In this natural 

environment, children are encouraged to take appropriate risks, investigate the world around 

them and develop resilience, creativity and problem-solving skills. They have opportunities to 

collaborate, observe seasonal changes, use natural materials and deepen their sense of 

curiosity and wonder, all while building a strong appreciation and respect for the environment. 

 

Learning Differences 

Classroom teachers work closely with support staff to ensure every student’s individual needs 
are recognised and supported. By partnering with parents and sharing relevant information, we 
create learning environments that value diversity and enable students to reach their full potential 
through targeted differentiation. 
 
All students participate in assessments at the start of the year and at key points throughout the 
year. This helps teachers monitor progress and plan suitable programs. When 
required, Individual Plans are developed to outline learning adjustments and highlight student 
strengths. Support is mainly provided within the classroom, with some students taking part in 
small-group intervention programs such as MiniLit and MacqLit, which offer structured, 
evidence-based reading instruction. Enrichment opportunities are also provided to extend and 
challenge students, ensuring growth for all learners. 

 

Assessments 

Assessment involves gathering and interpreting information about student learning. At St Brigid’s 
College, it plays a key role in improving outcomes, guiding teaching practice and informing 
reporting. Reporting provides students and families with clear, constructive feedback that 
supports ongoing growth. 
 

Formative assessments occur throughout learning and include observations, questioning, 
checklists, work samples and other informal tasks. They offer immediate insight into student 
understanding, helping teachers adjust instruction and clarify misconceptions. For students, 
this builds self-awareness, highlights strengths and identifies next steps. 

 

Summative assessments take place at set points, often at the end of a unit or term. These tasks, 
such as tests, projects or presentations, measure achievement and help teachers evaluate 
program effectiveness and plan future learning. Summative data also supports decisions about 
differentiation, extension and intervention. 

 

Together, formative and summative assessments create a clear picture of each student’s 

progress and ensure teaching is responsive, meaningful and evidence-based. 



Homework 

Homework in the Primary School is designed to support positive study habits while keeping 

expectations manageable for families. Our main focus is on daily reading, as regular practice 

significantly strengthens vocabulary, fluency, comprehension and overall confidence. We 

encourage parents to create a calm, enjoyable reading routine and to discuss stories with their 

child to deepen understanding. 

 

Recommended reading times are: 

• Pre-Primary: 5 minutes each day 

• Year 1- 2:  10 minutes each day 

• Years 3 – 4: 15 minutes each day 

• Years 5 – 6: 20 minutes each day 

 

Families are welcome to extend reading time if students are motivated, but the priority is 

consistency, enjoyment and developing a lifelong love of reading. 
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