
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Brigid’s College 

Parent Forum 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Meeting Date 23 June 2026 

Meeting Venue College Community Room and TEAMS 

Meeting Time 6.30pm 

Type of Meeting General Meeting 

   

Attendees - Committee Members President Jo Markovic 

Vice President Anna Coghlan 

Secretary Peta Kennedy 

Treasurer Mandy Wallace 
Note – Peta Kennedy online 

  

Attendees - Staff Principal (Acting) Marsha Pengilly 

Business Manager Tamika Byrne 

Deputy Principal of 
Pastoral Care 

Jessica Martin 

Head of Faith and Mission Dr Salvatore De Luca 
Note – Dr Salvatore De Luca online 

  

Attendees – Parents Sarah Kamden  

  

  

  

  

  

 



  

 

 

 

 

Discussion Points 

  
 

Meeting Opened at 6.30pm 

Agenda Item 1 – Opening Prayer 
Anna Coghlan - Vice President 

 
The opening prayer was led by Anna Coghlan 

 

Agenda Item 2 - Acknowledgement of Country 
Jo Markovic – President 

 

 
 

The Acknowledgement of Country was read Jo Markovic 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 3 – Welcome and Round Table Introductions 
Jo Markovic - President 

 
 

Jo welcomed the group. 

 
• Committee members, staff and families introduced themselves and shared their connection to the College. 
• The Parent Forum mantra for 2026 was noted as: “We welcome, we care.” 
• The group was reminded that Parent Forum represents the whole school community and considers the best 

outcomes for all students. 
• Parent Forum provides a family perspective and supports the St Brigid’s College community. 
• Parent Forum helps strengthen connections between the school and families. 
• Parent Forum is not responsible for school-level decision-making, governance, policy development, staffing, 

curriculum, resourcing, financial planning or operational matters. 
• Parent Forum continues to support key College events and initiatives across Junior School, Senior School, 

Boarding, staff and the wider College community. 
• There was discussion about senior school activities and repeating “Anything but a Backpack” day in Term 4 

 
Decisions 
• Parent Forum agreed to proceed with repeating “Anything but a Backpack” day in Term 4, with the date to be 

confirmed. 
 

Actions 

• Identify a suitable Term 4 date for “Anything but a Backpack” day — Owner: Peta to email Yvonne to work 
with the College calendar 
 

Agenda Item 4 – Principal’s Report 
Principal / Acting Principal / College Representative 

 
 

Principals report. 
 

• Veronica attending a conference – International Coalition of Girls schools in Canada – will then follow in the 

footsteps of Ursula Frayne and go to Newfoundland – Prince Edward Island. We look forward to her sharing 

her learning from the conference and her stories from the visit to the Mercy Sisters. 

•  Reports will be issued this week. Primary reports continue to provide a wealth of information to our families. 

We have a new report template for secondary. Report includes details of co-curricular, awards and leadership. 

Provide more information for students and parents and a document that could be used by students as it 

highlights all achievements. 

• Busy calendar this term. – Many of the events and opportunities we have consistently offered. Retreat last 

week was lovely, followed by our House Athletics carnival which was delayed due to the weather and then the 

winter sleep out that night. Our staff are so generous with their time in ensuring our students have access to 



  

 

 

 

 

these many and varied opportunities. ACC Hockey – students were super excited to see this back on the 

calendar and enjoyed the competition.  

• Very much looking forward to the extra long break. It will be interesting to get some feedback from staff, 

parents students to determine the impact this might have on them. We think there has been a decrease in the 

number of families taking leave during school time at the end/beginning of the term. 

• Visiting artist in week 8 for yr 11 & 12 art students which was well received.  

• Bush school, animal farm visit, excursions and carnivals as well as a visit to parliament house for some of our 

primary leaders provided many and varied learning opportunities  

• Staffing – Welcome back Tiffany Morrisey next term, Alex England will commence parental leave early next 

term. Huge demand for HASS teachers, we have secured. Bill Corniner and a combination of other teachers 

to cover this load and also the load of Illona Auld who will take leave to care for family. Primary have several 

Education Assistant roles which we are currently filling. But for the most part, staffing has remained very 

consistent for the year.  

• Yr 10 course selections are underway. Yvonne has facilitated some filming of our Dance certificate course as 

well as our specialist PE programs to be able to share with the community and prospective families via social 

media to grow these programs. The edits are looking fantastic and really showcase the talent of our staff and 

students. We lookf forward to sharing these with families in the coming weeks and will continue to look at 

other aspects of the College that we can showcase in this way. With course selections We continue to be in 

conversations with the team at Mazenod to investigate opportunities for us to share our resources. Is 

becoming an increasing appetite for this from both communities and we will see if there is scope for us to form 

a partnership with them in the near future. 

• Early next term our year 3s will begin preparing for reconciliation. And the year 8s will participate in the 

innovate learning program which is linked to the vision for learning. The year 7s have also been involved this 

week in the Sustainability project and this has been going really well.  

• Several tours this term with a large number of families in attendance and we continue to see lots of 

enrollments coming from these tours. 

• Wonderful term with our beautiful students and fabulous staff. So pleased to see the learning that has 

occurred in our College. The buzz around the college community continues to be positive with so many happy 

staff and students. Very grateful for the ongoing support of our community.  

 
Decisions 
• No decisions were made. 

 
Actions 
• No actions were assigned. 

 

Agenda Item 5 – Review of Previous Minutes 
Peta Kennedy - Secretary 

 
Previous minutes were reviewed. All previous actions were reported as closed. 

 

Decisions 

• Previous minutes accepted: TBC. 
 

Actions 

• No actions were assigned. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 6 – Financial Report 
Mandy Wallace – Treasurer 

 
• Opening balance: $71,739.82  
• Expenses - $1093.38. 
• Grants Paid - $4151.92. 
• Total Grants Pending Payment - $8491.08 
• Total Expenses + Grants + Grants Pending - $13,736.38 
• Closing Balance Available Funds - $59,3337.59 

 
• Some grant amounts are quarantined and need to be finalised. 

 
Decisions 

• The reconciling item will be checked and reported back. 
• Quarantined grants will continue to be tracked. 

Actions 

• No actions were assigned. 
 

Agenda Item 7 – Grant Applications 
Peta Kennedy - Secretary 

 
Grant title: NAIDOC Week Activities 

Grant number: Grant 4  

Requested by: Jess Martin (staff) 

Amount requested: $5000.00 

• Funding was requested to support NAIDOC Week activities in Week 1 of Term 3. 

• Activities discussed included a Welcome to Country and yarn during Primary and Secondary assemblies on 

Thursday during PCP time. 

• Wanjoo Room activities are planned for Tuesday to Friday and may include arts and crafts, bracelet making, 

painting, face painting, food tasting and damper making. 

• The group preferred the funding to go towards a strong, meaningful item rather than small consumable costs. 

 

Decisions  

• Approved by all members present. Amount approved: $5,000 



  

 

 

 

 

 
Actions 

• No actions were assigned. 

 
Grant title: Mercy Day  

Grant number: Grant 5  

Requested by: Yvonne Bleach 

Amount requested: $5,000 

• Funding was requested to support Mercy Day activities, consistent with previous years. 

• The funding will support activities and resources across Primary and Secondary. 

• The activities will help raise money for Mercy Works. 

• Any unspent funds will be returned to Parent Forum. 

• The group discussed prioritising larger items first, such as hiring carnival-style activities. 

 

Decisions 

• Approved by all members present. Amount approved: $5,000. 

 

Actions 

• No actions were assigned. 
 

Any Other Business - AOB 
Peta Kennedy - Secretary 

 
Parent Forum Community Event Bingo Night 

• The College community event was discussed. The event has historically been a quiz night. 
• A proposed bingo night has been paused due to WA Racing and Gaming licensing requirements and 

uncertainty around using the word “bingo”. 
• The group agreed not to advertise or run the event as “bingo” until requirements are clear. 
• The event will be postponed while compliance and naming are clarified. 
• A different Friday night date will be considered and an alternative theme, such as music trivia, may be 

explored. 
• Tickets had not been released, which avoids refunds. 
• Communication will need to go to parent reps and the newsletter. 
• The group discussed whether funds could be quarantined until the event is clarified. 
• Licensing issues with possible venues, including Kalamunda Hotel / TBC, were discussed. 

 

Decisions 
• The proposed bingo event will be postponed. 
• An alternative event name or concept will be explored. 

 

Actions 
• Work with Yvonne to identify a suitable Friday night for a non-bingo community event — Owner: Peta / Jo / 

Yvonne — Due: TBC. 

• Confirm whether event funds can be quarantined — Owner: Jo — Due: TBC. 

• Communicate the event postponement to parent reps and through the newsletter — Owner: Anna / Jo — Due: 
TBC. 

• Plan an alternative event concept, such as music trivia — Owner: TBC — Due: TBC. 

 

SBC – Musical – The Little Mermaid 

• Musical tickets will go on sale soon – 6-8th August 

• Dress and makeup rehearsals are coming up. 

• There will be a Thursday matinee and shows on Friday and Saturday. 

• Local primary schools are expected to attend a preview. 



  

 

 

 

 

• The Sisters have been invited to the matinee, with ticket coordination to be managed by Pauline. 

Actions 
• No actions were assigned. 

 
Maintenance and Facilities 

• The Primary School early childhood playground refresh is beginning next week. The area will be closed for the 

full year / TBC duration. 
• Two boarding houses are having girls’ dorm rooms painted under the new painting contract. 
• The grounds master plan has been parked for now. Focus is shifting to boarding boys from February / TBC 

year. 
• A parent who is an interior decorator has been engaged for colour consultation. 
• A meeting is planned to review the dorm room colour palette and possible makeup space concept. 
• A makeup space in boarding was discussed, including mirrors, lighting, bench space, hair dryers and 

straighteners. 
• The trial would be in one house with older girls first. Electrical points and surface protection need to be 

considered. 
• The aim is to reduce noise in sleeping areas. 

Decisions 

• Proceed with a trial of a boarding house makeup space in one house with older girls. 

Actions 

• No actions were assigned. 
 

Parent Forum Funds for Year Groups 
• Parent Forum funds are available for each year group to host parent get-togethers. 
• The purpose is to build community and help families connect, especially new families. 
• Events can be parents-only or include children. 
• Examples discussed included pizza at Stirk Park / TBC, Coolcider and Treetop. 
• Funding has shifted from $250 per class to approximately $210 per child / TBC wording to be checked. 
• Year 7 is included, with an event planned for August 2026 at Treetop. 
• Recent events for Kindy, Pre-Primary and Year 5 parents were successful and received positive feedback. 

 

Decisions 
• No decisions were made. 

 

Actions 
• No actions were assigned. 

 

Publishing Minutes 
• A question was raised about the timeline for meeting minutes to be published on the school website. 
• Minutes are sent to Chelsea  
• The minutes are then prepared with the slide pack and other documents before being uploaded. 
• It is unclear whether the upload is internal or external, and the timing after submission needs to be clarified. 

Actions 
• Investigate and clarify the timeline for minutes to be published on the website after being sent to Chelsea — 

Owner: Peta Kennedy  
 

End-of-Year Activities for High School Students 
• A suggestion was made to organise end-of-year activities for each high school year group, similar to 

Mazenod. 
• Staff noted that some learning opportunities already occur, such as RAC incursion for Years 8-9 and financial 

literacy and wellbeing for Year 10. 
• The group discussed fun, learning-based activities that could happen on-site using school facilities. 
• Off-site events may be harder due to cost and logistics. The pool was mentioned as a possible facility to use. 



  

 

 

 

 

• There was discussion about linking activities to the house point system, with possible rewards such as an ice 
cream van. 

• The preference was to create fun on-site experiences for each year group in the last week of school. 
Decisions 

• No decisions were made. 

 

Actions 
• No actions were assigned. 

•  
Actions: 
 

 
 
Meeting Dates 

 
Next Meetings: 
Tuesday 11 August 2026 
Wednesday 16 September 2026 
Wednesday 28 October 2026 
Wednesday 18 November 2026 – Annual Community Meeting 

 
Meeting Closed at 7.23pm 

 


