


Principal’s Welcome 

Dear Families 

 

It is with pleasure that I present to you our Year 10 Curriculum Handbook for the 2027 academic 

year. Our Year 10 students engage in a broad curriculum just as they have done in previous years, 

however they will begin to explore the specific subjects in each of the Learning Areas in greater 

depth. This year of learning provides students with opportunities to consider their pathway 

moving into Years 11 and 12. 

 

Our Mercy founder, Catherine McAuley, is quoted as saying, “We should be shining lamps giving 

light to all around us.” I pray that Year 10 will be filled with both joy and success for your daughter. 

Your family members are valued in our community and we look forward to working together with 

you in 2027. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

VERONICA PARKER 

PRINCIPAL   
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Section 1 – Learning at St Brigid’s College 
1.1 Reaching High – How to Achieve Success  

 

At St Brigid’s College we light the way for every student to be confident, critical thinkers, who are 

empowered to illuminate the path ahead. It is our vision that our students will: 
 

take ownership of their learning. 

make purposeful contributions. 

respond positively to challenges and opportunities. 

support and collaborate with each other. 

be creative and imaginative. 
 

To achieve this vision, and in accordance with the Western Australian Curriculum, St Brigid’s 

College has developed programs that provide excellent learning opportunities for our students to 

foster the skills and attributes we feel will assist them to achieve success at the College and life 

beyond school. In addition to these courses, there is a focus on literacy and numeracy skills to 

support our students to be lifelong learners. As a technology rich environment, St Brigid’s College 

students are supported to learn effective digital skills so they can effectively navigate the online 

world.  
 

The teaching and learning program is enhanced by a targeted Pastoral Care program. At St 

Brigid’s College the students will develop positive working relationships with key staff, including 

their homeroom teacher and Dean of Students who will monitor the social and emotional 

wellbeing of the students as well as their academic progress. Our vertical homeroom structure 

facilitates the building of relationships across the College community ensuring our younger 

students are supported and guided by those in older year groups.  
 

This handbook includes details surrounding the courses and subjects available to students in our 

community. Our staff are committed educators who inspire our students to achieve their 

potential and build in them a love of learning. The St Brigid’s community is guided by our College 

Values of Respect, Hospitality, Compassion, Justice, Service and Courage. These values are 

nurtured in our students to ensure they feel connected and supported within our community to 

enable them to leave the College as strong, capable Mercy Women. 
 

All subjects included in this handbook are planned for 2027. However, it is at the discretion of St 

Brigid’s College to determine minimum student numbers required for subjects to operate and the 

number of classes possible. Should you have any questions about the Teaching and Learning 

Program at St Brigid’s College please contact the relevant Head of Learning. 
 

Marsha Pengilly 

Deputy Principal – Teaching and Learning 
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Section 2 - The Road Ahead – Years 11 and 12 
In preparing for further studies, you are advised to think about your future plans. It is important 

that you read widely (especially your Curriculum Handbook) and listen to information presented 

by your teachers. Over the coming year the College will step you through the process of selecting 

subjects for Years 11 and 12 and preparing you for senior school. Year 10 and your studies this 

year are crucial for preparing you for success in these years. 

 

Many students are yet to determine what they want to do in the future. This is very normal. Be 

curious, ask lots and lots of questions, search university websites, investigate career pathways, 

talk to family and friends and ask them what they are doing. These opportunities to talk to others 

might spark an interest or an idea for you.  

 

The course counselling process commences in Term 2 of 2027 and culminates in the selection of 

courses for Year 11. These selections should be informed by teacher recommendations, meeting 

course entry requirements and the Year 10 Semester 1 Report. In early Term 3 you will be invited 

to attend a course counselling interview with your family to make final decisions about courses 

of study for Year 11.  

 
2.1 The Transition from Year 10 to Year 11 

There are a number of differences which you may notice in transitioning into the senior secondary 

years, in relation to course delivery, assessment and course requirements. 
 

Year 10 
• Study 10 subjects  

• Choice of subjects restricted to electives  

• Subjects range in time allocation between 

2-4 periods a week 

• Include tests, assignments and extended 

tasks as the basis of assessment 

• Marks, percentages and grades A to E are 

awarded 

• Complete between 10 – 12 hours a week 

of homework 

• Examinations are sat in selected subjects 

• There is no external assessment, aside 

from OLNA 

Years 11 and 12 
• Study 6 subjects 

• Students able to choose course options 

• Subjects are allocated 5 periods a week 

• Tests, assignments and extended tasks 

form the basis of assessment 

• Marks, percentages, levels of competency and 

grades A to E are awarded 

• Students in an ATAR pathway complete between 

15 – 20 hours a week of homework.  Students in a 

General/Certificate pathway complete between 

12- 15 hours a week of homework 

• There are examinations in all ATAR subjects. 

There are no examinations in General/Certificate 

Courses, however in Year 12 an Externally Set 

Task is sat 

• External assessments set by SCSA and/or RTOs 
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2.2 Years 11 and 12 

ATAR Courses 
These courses are typically for students aiming to achieve entry to an Australian university 
directly from school. ATAR courses are examined by the School Curriculum and Standards 
Authority. 
Each course has four units: 

• Units 1 and 2 (Year 11 units) 
• Units 3 and 4 (Year 12 units). Units 3 and 4 must be studied as a pair, as the ATAR 

examination covers both units. 
 
If you intend to enrol in university study after school, you must study at least four ATAR courses 
at Year 12 in order to be eligible for an ATAR. The rank is used by universities around Australia as a 
selection device. 

 

The Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR) 
The ATAR is a percentile rank, in which students are ranked from 99.95 downwards. A student 
achieving an ATAR of 96.0, means that they have achieved better than 96% of the State in Year 12 
(or are in the top 4%). Generally, the minimum ATAR which universities accept for entrance is an 
ATAR of 70.0, though this does change each year, and students must check the TISC website for 
updates. Students are able to accumulate a Tertiary Entrance Aggregate over five years for 
entrance to Curtin, Murdoch and the University of Western Australia and there is no time limit for 
entrance into Edith Cowan University. An ATAR is assigned based on the Tertiary Entrance 
Aggregate, which is a combination of 50:50 school-based achievement and examination results 
(Year 12 only). 
 
Refer to https://www.tisc.edu.au/static/statistics/cutoff-rank/cutoff-index.tisc for information 
regarding ATARs and associated ranks.  The end of year WACE examination, which students 
seeking university entrance will sit at the end of Year 12, will contribute to 50% of the course’s 
final result – the other 50% is from the school-based mark.  General courses do not contribute to 
the formation of an ATAR. 

 

General Courses 
General courses are typically for students aiming to enter further training or the workforce directly 
from school. These courses are not examined externally, although students will sit the Externally 
Set Task (administered by the SCSA) during Year 12 in mid-Term 2. It may be possible to enter 
some university undergraduate courses using your school-based General courses (or a mixture 
of General and ATAR courses). 
 
 
 
 

https://www.tisc.edu.au/static/statistics/cutoff-rank/cutoff-index.tisc
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Foundation Courses  
The College also offers Foundation courses in English and Mathematics; these courses provide 
a focus on functional literacy and numeracy skills, practical work-related experience and the 
opportunity to build personal skills that are important for life and work.   
Certificate Courses  
Certificate courses provide vocational skills and knowledge that prepare students for entering 
the workforce, or in the case of a Certificate IV, potentially further tertiary studies. 
 
Endorsed Units 
An endorsed programme is a significant learning program that has been developed for senior 
secondary students. The programme may have been developed by the School Curriculum and 
Standards Authority, or it may have been developed by a private provider or a school and 
subsequently endorsed by the Authority. Each endorsed program consists of a series of lessons, 
classes and/or activities designed to lead to the achievement of a common goal or set of learning 
outcomes. Endorsed programmes can be delivered as part of the school curriculum or as extra-
curricular activities.  
 
All endorsed programmes successfully completed and reported to the Authority by the school 

• are listed on the Western Australian Statement of Student Achievement  
• may contribute towards the breadth-and-depth requirement of the WACE 
• may contribute towards the C grade requirement of the WACE 

 
Each endorsed programme is allocated one, two, three or four unit equivalents.  A student will be 
able to count a maximum of four-unit equivalents, from endorsed programs for WACE purposes, 
two in Year 11 and two in Year 12. Programmes are endorsed in three categories: 

1. Authority-developed endorsed programmes 
These endorsed programmes are developed by the Authority to provide WACE 
recognition for students undertaking activities of a similar nature and for which no 
quality-assured certificate or award is issued. A program outline that provides details 
of the program and the completion requirements can be downloaded by clicking on 
the link below.  

2. Provider-developed endorsed programmes 
These endorsed programmes are developed by a private provider such as a university, 
community organisation or training institution. Provider-developed endorsed 
programmes recognise structured learning programmes that result in the attainment 
of a quality-assured certificate or award.  

3. School-developed endorsed programmes 
Endorsed programmes are developed by individual schools in response to a 
particular need which cannot be met through a WACE course, VET qualification or 
another endorsed programme.  Students should advise Ms Janine Walsh by the end 
of Term 1 2027 of any externally endorsed studies that they are undertaking. Results 
should be submitted by the commencement of Term 4 2027. 
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For further information please refer to https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-
support-materials/endorsed-programs.   

 
2.3 Year 11 Minimum Entry Requirements 

Please note: the following are based upon the current Year 10 entrance requirements and 

are reviewed annually. Entrance in 2028 for courses will be based upon percentages and 

achievement related to the SCSA grade related descriptors. These will be published in Term 

2 2027 for 2028 academic offerings.  
 

Year 11 ATAR Courses 

Year 11 2027  List Year 10 Subject Area Entry Requirement 

Religion and Life A Religious Education 
English 

Above 60% 
C Grade 

Accounting & 
Finance  

B Mathematics Year 10 Mathematics – C Grade 
or above 

Biology  B Science Above 65% 

Chemistry  B Science 
Maths Extension 

Above 75% 
B Grade or Above 

Drama  A Drama 
English 

Preferred Drama: Above 60%  
C Grade 

English  A English 60% 

Human Biology B Science Above 65% 

Italian A Italian High C Grade 

Literature  A English 65% 

Media Production 
and Analysis  

A Media Arts 
English 

Preferred Above 60%  
C Grade 

Mathematics 
Applications 

B Mathematics Extension 
or Mathematics 

Year 10 Mathematics - C grade or 
above 

Mathematics 
Methods 

B Mathematics Extension Year 10 Mathematics Extension – 
B grade or above 

Mathematics 
Specialist 

B Mathematics Extension Year 10 Mathematics Extension – 
A grade 

Modern History A HASS 
English 

B Grade and 
B Grade 

Physical Education 
Studies  

B Health and PE 
Science 

Above 65% 
Above 65% 

Physics B Science 
Mathematics Extension 

Above 80%  
A Grade 

Politics and Law A HASS 
English 

B Grade and 
B Grade 

Psychology  B Science Above 65% 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/endorsed-programs
https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/endorsed-programs
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Visual Art  A Visual Art 

English 
Preferred Visual Arts: Above 60%  
C Grade 

 

Year 11 General Courses 
Year 11 2027 List Entry Requirement 

Religion and Life  A Nil 

Aboriginal and Intercultural 
Studies  A Nil 

Food Science & Technology  B Year 10 Food Technology Preferred 

Children, Family and Community  A Nil 

Drama  A Year 10 Drama Preferred: 50% C Grade 

English  A Nil 

English Foundation A Students have not met OLNA requirements in 
Reading and Writing. 

Media Production and Analysis A Preferred Media Arts: 50%, C Grade,  
English: C Grade 

Mathematics Essentials B C Grade or above in Mathematics Support or 
D Grade in Mathematics 

Mathematics Foundation B Students have not met OLNA requirements in 
Numeracy. 

Modern History  A Nil 

Physical Education Studies  B Year 10 Specialised Physical Education 
Preferred 

Psychology  B Nil 

Science in Practice - Medical 
Science  B Nil 

Visual Art  A Year 10 Visual Arts Preferred: 50% C Grade 

 

 

Year 11 Certificate Courses 

Certificate III Business In 2028 

only 

Desire to gain nationally recognised qualification – 

complete Certificate II Workplace Skills in 2027 

Certificate III Dance 

 

Desire to gain nationally recognised qualification  

Certificate II Outdoor Recreation  Students must engage in all practical based activities 
and able to swim over 200 metres in a recognised 

stroke continuously. 

Certificate II Workplace Skills 

 

Desire to gain nationally recognised qualification  
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2.5  Where Do Subjects Lead? 
Year 10  Years 11 and 12  
Religious 

Education 

General 

Religion and Life 

ATAR 

Religion and Life 

Arts – Dance Certificate III Dance 

Arts – Drama General Drama ATAR Drama 

Arts – Visual 

Arts 
General Visual Arts ATAR Visual Arts 

Technologies 

Certificate III 

School Based 

Education Support 

Certificate II 
Workplace 

Skills 
Certificate III Business 

Business 
Management & 

Enterprise 

General Food Science & 
Technology 

ATAR 
Accounting & 

Finance 

General Children, Family & 
the Community 

Health & 

Physical 

Education 

Certificate II Outdoor Recreation / 

Certificate III Sport and Recreation 

General Physical 

Education Studies 

ATAR 
Physical Education 

Studies 

Humanities 

& Social 

Sciences 

General Aboriginal & 

Intercultural Studies 

General History: 
Modern 

ATAR 
Politics and 

Law 

ATAR 
History: Modern 

Languages - 

Italian 
General Italian ATAR Italian 

English Foundation English 
General 
English 

ATAR 

English 
ATAR 

Literature 

Mathematics 
Mathematics 
Foundation 

General 

Mathematics 
Essentials 

General 

Mathematics 
Applications 

ATAR 

Mathematics 
Methods 

ATAR 

Mathematics 
Specialist 

ATAR 

Science 

General 
Science 

in 
Practice 

ATAR 
Physics 

ATAR 

Chemistry 

ATAR 
Human 
Biology 

ATAR 

Biology 

ATAR 

Psychology 

General 

Psychology 
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Section 3 - The Online Literacy & Numeracy Assessment 
 

Extract from https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna:  

 

To successfully meet the literacy and numeracy requirement, students must demonstrate the 

skills regarded as essential to meet the demands of everyday life and work in a knowledge-based 

economy. These skills are described in Level 3 of the Australian Core Skills Framework. 

 

These skills must be demonstrated in: 

1. Literacy (reading and writing) 

2. Numeracy 

 

Prequalification 

The Authority has identified students who in their Year 9 NAPLAN reading, writing and numeracy 

tests have demonstrated the minimum standard of literacy and numeracy.  These students are 

therefore, not required to again demonstrate their skills in the corresponding component through 

the OLNA. 

 

Given the changes to NAPLAN in 2023 by the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 

Authority (ACARA), students’ results now show how they performed in each of the NAPLAN 

assessment areas against 4 new proficiency levels. More information about the proficiency levels 

is available at https://nap.edu.au/naplan   

 

ACARA has provided the School Curriculum and Standards Authority with a score corresponding 

to the minimum Literacy and Numeracy standard for the WACE, on the NAPLAN Reading, Writing 

and Numeracy test domains. Previously, this minimum standard for the WACE corresponded to 

Band 8. 

 

Information regarding a student’s prequalification can no longer be determined from NAPLAN 

Individual Student Reports (ISRs). Information about prequalification will be provided to students 

and parents/carers by the College.  

 

The Tests 

The reading and numeracy tests each comprise 45 multiple‐choice questions. Students have 50 

minutes to complete each of these tests. The writing test is a typed response of up to 600 words. 

Students have 60 minutes to complete the writing test.  

 

For Further Information  Marsha Pengilly and Janine Walsh 

 

 

https://senior-secondary.scsa.wa.edu.au/assessment/olna
https://nap.edu.au/naplan
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Section 4 - Christian Service-Learning 

“Then go and do the same thing He did” Luke 10:37  
  

Christian Service-Learning (CSL) is a key part of life at St Brigid’s College, supporting students 
to put their faith into action through meaningful service across all year levels. Guided by the 
Gospel and the example of Jesus, students are encouraged to act with compassion, justice, and 
care in their daily lives at school, at home or boarding, and in the wider community.   
  
CSL supports students to “Light the Way” by putting Mercy values into action. When students 
serve others, they show compassion, kindness, justice, and care, and live out what it means to be 
Catholic. Through service and reflection, students grow as caring and responsible young people, 
living the Mercy values and learning that leadership begins with serving others. Active 
participation in CSL, including working towards year-level expectations, supports readiness for 
leadership opportunities.  
  
The College CSL program has been developed in partnership with students, staff, and parents, 
and is informed by current research on effective Christian Service-Learning, and continues to 
honour and build on the legacy of MIA MAD. The focus of the Year 10 CSL program is for students 
to demonstrate growing commitment and independence in service while preparing for more 
structured and sustained engagement in senior years.    
  
The Year 10 CSL program is closely aligned with the Year 11 and 12 program. Students in Years 10-
12 are enrolled in the School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) Endorsed Program, 
Authority Developed Community Service (ADCS). To successfully complete an ADCS endorsed 
unit, students must complete at least 50 hours of service (these can be accumulated across Years 
10, 11 and 12) and up to five hours of induction and reflection. The completion of one ADCS 
endorsed unit equates to one C grade towards the Western Australian Certificate of Education 
(WACE). Students can complete up to four ADCS endorsed units (a total of four C grades, 200 
hours in total). The total hours of completed service are also recorded on students’ Year 12 
Statement of Results.  
  
Therefore, in addition to living out the Gospel and Mercy values and gaining the personal benefits 
of CSL, SCSA also recognises that students use service activities to build on knowledge and 
understanding and develop abilities, skills and/or techniques, and so students can earn credit 
towards their WACE.  
  
Students in Year 10 are required to:  

Complete a minimum of ten (10) hours of service within the school year.  
Complete Christian Service-Learning ‘Starter’ in the CSL booklet.  
Record all activities in the ‘Record of Service’ in the CSL booklet.  
  

For Further Information   Dr Salvatore De Luca  
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Section 5 - Year 10 Subject Selection 2027 

5.1 Subject Selection Process 

Students may be placed into appropriate courses, according to their achievement in their Year 9 

subjects of English and Mathematics. Course placement is determined by subject teacher 

recommendations based upon the overall performance of students in the given subject area.   

Students should choose three (3) elective units. The choosing of the elective subjects will take 

place electronically, and information will be sent to parents regarding this process. 

AREAS OF STUDY YEAR 10 

Religious Education Compulsory Areas of Study 

English 

Mathematics 

Science 

Humanities & Social Sciences 

Health & Physical Education 

Languages Italian 

Health & Physical Education Specialised Physical Education - AFL 

Specialised Physical Education 

Technologies Digital Wizards 

Forays Into Fashion 

Gourmet Creations 

Nurturing Young Lives 

Money Moves 

Life Lens 

The Arts Dance – Certificate II 

Drama - Page to Stage & Let’s Get Physical 

Media Arts 

Visual Arts 

Please note that subjects included in this handbook are planned for 2027.  However, it is at the 

discretion of the College to determine minimum student numbers required for subjects to 

operate and the number of classes possible.   
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5.2  Subjects Offered in Year 10 – Core Subjects 
 

Religious Education 
 
Year 10 Religious Education allows students to explore increasingly complex religious and social 

issues. Students will gain the necessary skills to critically evaluate various sources of information 

and will have an opportunity to present, interpret and discuss ideas as they search to find the 

meaning of what it means to be Christian. St Brigid’s College follows the Perth Archdiocesan 

Religious Education Course. Each group studies one unit each term. Year 10 is as follows: 

 

Recognising God’s Call Through Conscience 

The value of a Christian conscience and the search for goodness will be seen through the study 

of the lives of a number of important role models. 

 

Vocation – Called to Be and Become 

Students will examine the importance of a sense of ‘Vocation’ as they plan their future paths in 

study and life choices.  The importance of Christian service and appreciation of the giving of 

others is explored. 

 

Restoring God’s Justice in the World 

Students will examine the many areas 

in the wider world and their own 

experience where justice is an issue.  

Students will appreciate that by 

respecting the dignity of others there is 

also a need to develop the 

responsibilities that are necessary to 

maintain a just and peaceful 

community.   

 

The Search for Freedom 

Freedom is something everyone desires. The students will explore how people gain freedom as 

they grow in responsibility and discover the human search for freedom, if followed fully, leads 

people to search for God.  

 

For Further Information    Caterina Dwyer 
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English 
 
The Year 10 English curriculum is built 
around the three interrelated strands of 
language, literature and literacy. Together, 
the strands focus on developing students' 
knowledge, understanding and skills in 
listening, reading, viewing, speaking, 
writing and creating.  
 
Students engage with a variety of texts for 
enjoyment. They interpret, create, evaluate, discuss and perform a wide range of literary texts in 
which the primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts that are designed to inform and persuade. 
These include various types of media texts, including newspapers, film and digital texts, fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, dramatic performances and multimodal texts, with themes and issues 
involving levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning and intertextual references. Students 
develop critical understanding of the contemporary media and the differences between media 
texts. 
 
The range of literary texts explored in Year 10 comprises Australian literature, including the oral 
narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, as well as the contemporary 
literature of these two cultural groups, and classic and contemporary world literature, including 
texts from and about Asia. 
 
Literary texts that support and extend students in Year 10 as independent readers are drawn from 
a range of genres and involve complex, challenging and unpredictable plot sequences and hybrid 
structures that may serve multiple purposes. These texts explore themes of human experience 
and cultural significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global dilemmas within 
real-world and fictional settings and represent a variety of perspectives. Informative texts 
represent a synthesis of technical and abstract information (from credible/verifiable sources) 
about a wide range of specialised topics. Text structures are more complex and include chapters, 
headings and subheadings, tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. Language 
features include successive complex sentences with embedded clauses, a high proportion of 
unfamiliar and technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and dense information 
supported by various types of graphics and images. 
 
Students create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts including 
narratives, procedures, performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses, transformations 
of texts and reviews. 
 
For Further Information  Maxine Brown 
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Health and Physical Education  

 

The Year 10 Health and Physical Education course encourages students to participate in a wide 

range of physical activities to develop their physical abilities and interpersonal skills. Students 

are encouraged to develop, enhance and demonstrate attitudes and values that promote a 

healthy lifestyle. Learning experiences continue to refine communication skills through umpiring, 

coaching and leadership activities. Students will utilise many forms of feedback to improve 

performances and gain 

extensive knowledge of rules 

and tactics for a range of 

sports, including gaelic, 

basketball, athletics, and 

softball.   

 

Students will continue to 

develop their knowledge and 

understanding of key health 

concepts and then begin to 

apply these concepts to the larger outside world. A strong focus on decision making, building 

resilience and choosing wisely is encouraged. Consequences of decisions made are discussed 

at length and coping skills are taught within the Health program. Health concepts covered 

include: Relationships, Decision Making, Community Health, Stress Management and Keys4Life. 

 

For Further Information  Luke Ford 
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Humanities and Social Sciences  

 

Humanities and Social Sciences is the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, 

cultural, environmental and political contexts.  Students study four units, namely Geography, 

History, Economics and Business, Civics and Citizenship.   

 

The Geography unit includes the study of environmental change and how this can be managed 

sustainably.  A unit of Human Geography explores human wellbeing on a global scale and the 

reasons for the wide variations in this aspect life.   

 

In History, the era is between the two world wars and the causes of World War Two. Students 

explore the causes in both the European and Pacific theatres of war.  They also identify the impact 

on Australia.  

 

The Economics and Business course introduces students to the link between economic 

performance and living standards, while Civics and Citizenship surveys justice at home and 

overseas as well as the exploration of the rights and freedoms of Australians since 1945.    

  

Additionally, there is an emphasis on skills including 

critical thinking, statistical analysis, investigating and 

communicating.  These generic skills are useful in a 

wide range of subjects that students may study and 

they can be applied to tackle life projects and 

challenges, both now and in the future.   

 

For Further Information   Cathy Santarelli 
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Mathematics 

 

Mathematics in Year 10 builds on the skills and 

understandings developed in previous years. 

Students will be able to study from three courses: 

Mathematics Extension, Mathematics and 

Mathematics Support. Each course is designed to 

cater for a range of abilities, and each ability group 

will prepare them adequately for the four 

Mathematics subjects offered in Years 11 and 

12. Topics such as number systems, linear 

equations, perimeter, area, volume and index 

laws are revisited. Topics such as quadratic 

equations, trigonometry, exponential functions 

and inequalities are introduced for the first time and developed further. The depth to which these 

topics are covered will depend on placement in classes.   

 

For Further Information   Sarah Pontre 
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Science 
 
Year 10 Science provides students with an engaging and challenging opportunity to deepen their 
understanding of the natural world while developing the skills needed for success in senior 
secondary Science courses. The course is aligned with the Western Australian Curriculum and is 
designed to build students' scientific literacy, critical thinking, problem-solving and investigative 
skills.  
 
A strong emphasis is placed on developing scientific inquiry skills. Students learn to plan and 
conduct investigations, analyse and interpret data, evaluate evidence, draw conclusions and 
communicate their findings using scientific conventions. Practical laboratory work and 
collaborative investigations help students develop confidence, resilience and independence as 
learners. 
 
Students will study topics from each of the major scientific disciplines in the following sequence: 
Physical Sciences 
Students investigate the relationships between force, motion and energy. They apply Newton's 
Laws of Motion to explain everyday phenomena and explore how energy is transferred and 
transformed in a variety of systems. 
 
Chemical Sciences 
Students examine different types of chemical reactions and investigate factors that influence 
reaction rates. They use particle theory to explain observations and consider the importance of 
chemical processes in industrial, environmental and everyday contexts. 
 
Biological Sciences 
Students explore the principles of genetics and inheritance, including how genetic information is 
passed from one generation to the next. They examine the theory of evolution by natural selection 
and evaluate the evidence supporting our understanding of the diversity of life on Earth. 
 
Earth and Space Sciences 
Students investigate the formation and evolution of the universe, including the life cycle of stars 
and the origins of the elements.  
 
Year 10 Science provides an excellent foundation for further study and helps students make 
informed decisions about future pathways. Successful completion of the course prepares 
students for Year 11 and 12 Science subjects, including Biology, Chemistry, Human Biology, 
Physics and Psychology, while also developing transferable skills valued in a wide range of 
careers and industries. 
 
For Further Information  Michalie Ruoss 
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5.3  Subjects Offered in Year 10 – Electives 
Choose any three (3) subjects to study for the year 

 

Design Technologies 

 

Gourmet Creations 

Food Design, Innovation and Enterprise  

In Gourmet Creations students design, produce and evaluate innovative food products. Students 

develop skills in cooking, nutrition, food science and enterprise. Students cook on a weekly basis 

as well as run two projects per year where they design their own recipes. In Semester One 

students project manages a food stall by designing and producing a bowl-based meal that can 

be sold at a fete, applying: 

• Food processing and preservation techniques 

• Nutrition principles and sensory design 

• Sustainable and ethical decision-making 

• Marketing, pricing and food safety requirements 

In Semester Two, students explore food processing 

techniques by creating a fusion dish combining 

international cuisine with Indigenous Australian 

ingredients and influences, exploring culture, flavour 

and innovation. 

 

Gourmet Creations is ideal for students who enjoy 

cooking and want to develop creative skills in food 

design, enterprise, and innovation. 
 

 

Nurturing Young Lives: Caring for our community 

In this course, students explore concepts related to caring for young children, including their 

physical, cognitive, social and emotional development. 

They complete a range of practical projects, such as 

designing and creating toys that support child development, 

with opportunities to test their designs in pre-primary 

classrooms. 

 

Students also develop skills in textiles and sewing by 

producing Uthando dolls for donation as part of the school’s 

Christian Service-Learning program. They investigate 

childhood nutrition by designing a healthy toddler meal that 

incorporates hidden vegetables and create a promotional 
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social media video to market their product. Throughout the course, students build an 

understanding of safety, responsibilities and best practices in childcare. 

 

Foray into Fashion 

Foray into Fashion is a creative and practical textiles course where students design and construct 

a range of fashionable and functional projects while developing confidence in sewing and 

garment construction. Throughout the year, students will create items such as a quilted laptop 

pouch, wide-leg jogger pants, and a quality dress garment, while learning industry-style 

techniques including appliqué, zipper insertion, pattern preparation, overlocking, hemming, and 

professional garment finishing. 

 

Students will explore fabric selection, 

sustainability, fashion trends, and textile 

technologies while building practical skills 

in measuring, cutting, construction, and 

problem-solving. Aligned with the WA K–10 

Technologies curriculum, this course 

encourages creativity, independence, and 

attention to detail through hands-on 

learning experiences that combine design 

thinking with real-world textile production.  

 

 

 

 

 

For Further Information               Louren Greyling 
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Digital Technologies 

 

Year 10 Digital Wizards  

Think Bigger. Code Smarter. Create Beyond. 

 

Year 10 Digital Wizards is the ultimate course for 

students ready to turn powerful ideas into 

advanced digital creations. Throughout the year, 

students tackle real-world challenges as they 

explore how data moves through networked 

systems and how privacy, security and 

vulnerabilities shape our digital lives.  

 

 

During this fast paced, creative and future-ready course, student use HTML, CSS, JavaScript and 

Python (with support from AI tools), Adobe and Autodesk Suites to 

• design sophisticated, database driven websites,  

• build smarter algorithms and  

• craft user focused digital solutions.  

 

They also create a data driven infographic from their own research and complete a series of 

passion projects in any tech field that excites them.  

 

Digital Wizards is where students level up their problem solving, expand their technical toolkit 

and become confident digital creators ready for what’s next. 

 

Money Moves 

Finance and entrepreneurship for tomorrow's leaders 

Money Moves is a dynamic course that 

builds real world financial capability and 

entrepreneurial skills. In this course 

students explore the decisions, tools 

and digital skills needed to navigate 

major milestones, such as buying their 

first car, planning independent travel 

and designing a business startup.  
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This one-year course will empower students to use various digital tools to develop industry-

relevant skills by focussing on: 
Financial Literacy in Action – Students develop a practical understanding of how money 

influences everyday choices such as selecting a first car and planning a holiday of their 

choice. Students will create detailed itineraries and comprehensive budgets to assess 

and justify their decisions  
Innovation and Entrepreneurship – Students investigate how money fuels innovation and 

explore the process of developing a business startup.   
 
Money Moves allows students to strengthen their financial independence, build digital and 

entrepreneurial skills and confidently prepare for key life decisions and future opportunities.  
 

 

Life Lens – Essential Skills for life 

This course is designed for students who need additional support to meet the requirements of 

OLNA. Considerable time will be devoted throughout Terms 1 – 3 to allow students to develop the 

skills and confidence to tackle the OLNA assessment during Term 3. Time will also be devoted to 

building students study habits and skills to prepare them for success in Years 11 and 12 studies.  

The course will be delivered across four units. This course should be selected by those students 

yet to achieve the standard required for the OLNA. 

 

In addition to this, the course is made up of three engaging units, each focussing on interest-

based relevant and practical skills people use in everyday life. Literacy, numeracy and study 

habits will be interspersed throughout these units, allowing students to apply these skills in 

meaningful contexts, boosting their confidence and readiness for real-world challenges 

 

Unit One: Being Work Ready -Getting prepared for the future.  
Students will: 

• Explore post high school study options and job opportunities along with where to find 

them 

• Explore different industries based on their interests 

• Create a professional CV and cover letter 

• Practice completing applications 

• Build confidence for interviews and learn how to respond to feedback 

 

Unit Two:  Financial Literacy - Take charge of money and future plans.  
Students will learn how to: 

• Budget for big milestones like buying a car, moving out, or the Year 12 Ball 

• Understand savings, taxes, superannuation, and insurance 

• Navigate the risks of credit cards and buy now, pay later schemes 
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Unit Three:  The Law and Me - Understand adulthood rights and responsibilities  
Topics include: 

• Laws around driving, work, and online activity 

• Relationships and personal responsibility 

• Making informed, safe decisions in everyday situations 

 

Mini Qualifications 

During this part of the course the students will have the opportunity to gain mini qualifications 

that will be useful for the workplace and life after school. This could include first aid and barista 

training. Opportunities to investigate a range of industries through try a trade or other areas as 

negotiated with the students and their specific interests. 

 

For Further Information  Argia Biddle and Marsha Pengilly (Life Lens) 
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Italian 

 

The Year 10 Italian course encourages students to initiate and participate in sustained 

interactions. Students not only extend their oral and written communication skills but also 

continue to develop a deeper cultural awareness as they examine the interconnectedness of the 

role of language and culture. Learning experiences and topics are set within a variety of realistic 

and meaningful contexts. The course provides comprehensive preparation for the study of ATAR 

and General Italian courses in Year 11.  

  

• Vivere Bene – The focus of this topic is the importance of a healthy lifestyle for il 

benessere (wellbeing) of teenagers. Students explore ways of keeping fit and the role sport, 

physical activity and a healthy diet play in the lives of teenagers. Popular physical activities 

and eating habits both in Australia and Italy are examined and students compare this aspect 

of youth culture to their own reality. From a cultural perspective, they explore the health 

benefits of the Mediterranean diet which is characteristic of Italian cuisine.  

• In giro per L’Italia – This topic provides students with the opportunity of exploring Italy as 

one of the top favourite tourist destinations in the world. On this virtual giro per L’Italia, they 

observe the cultural significance of music and art within the Italian culture and on the global 

stage. Students will learn about popular music and cultural festivals while also engaging in 

the practical skills needed to plan a dream 

holiday, use an authentic online travel map or 

book travel experiences.   

 

Language opportunities  

Student learning is further supported through the 

Italian Assistant Program. Classroom based 

Language Assistants assist students with one-to-

one conversation practice and exposure to current 

cultural realities. Students can select to host a Language Assistant or an Exchange Student from 

Italy. At the end of the school year, students may then also apply to participate in the Exchange 

Programme to Italy as Exchange students.  

Further embedded incursions and excursions include; traditional cooking, a restaurant 

experience, Italian Film Festival, the discovery of the contribution of Italians to the Australian way 

of life and participation in the Language Mentor Program.    

 

For Further Information   Benedetta Heys 
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The Arts 

 

All students will be able to select Arts subjects from the listed grid line options. In all Arts subjects 

there are both practical and written components to the course. Students can expect to be part of 

a performance or exhibition opportunity as part of their course. This may involve out of hours 

rehearsals or preparations. 

 

Certificate II Dance 

The Certificate II in Dance, is auspiced by Empower Dance PTY LTD and is a nationally recognised 

qualification. It is an enriching journey into the world of dance, not only focusing on mastering 

dance styles but also emphasizing problem solving skills, safe dance practices, and physical 

fitness. Students will have the opportunity to delve deeper into their chosen dance styles and 

work both independently and collaboratively within a group setting.  

 

During this course, students will:  

• Gain a clear understanding of safe 

dance practices, including classwork, 

warm-ups and cool-downs, proper 

alignment, and injury prevention  

• Learn fundamental knowledge of 

anatomy and movement principles to 

enhance their dance practice 

• Collaborate in groups to build strong 

communication, organisation, and 

time management skills, and grasp the 

importance of body language and behaviour skills that are valuable in everyday life. 

• Explore the diverse creative arts industry and discover various opportunities available for 

students and career seekers 

• Enhance their knowledge of three dance styles through participation in classes, rehearsal 

processes, and performances, while appreciating stylistic feedback from teachers and 

mentors  

• Work towards achieving physical conditioning goals 

• Develop strategies to build resilience under the pressure of performance  

 

Students complete 10 units in total to gain competency in the qualification. The following units 

are completed: 

• CUADAN211 Develop basic dance techniques 

• CUADAN212 Incorporate artistic expression into basic dance performances 

• CUAPRF211 Prepare for live performances 

• CUAWHS111 Follow safe dance practices 
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• CUAWHS211 Develop a basic level of physical fitness for dance performance 

• CUAIND211 Develop and apply creative arts industry knowledge 

• CUADAN213 Perform jazz dance techniques 

• CUADAN217 Perform tap techniques 

• BSBTWK201Working effectively with others 

• CUACHR311 Develop dance composition skills 

 

Students are assessed through a variety of methods for each unit; including practical 

participation in technique classes, performances, knowledge papers, journals, folios, short 

written reports, interviews, diagrams and student-based projects. Practical elements during 

class time with focus on technique, performance, artistic expression, teamwork, industry 

awareness, and safe dance practices. 

 

Drama 

In Year 10 Drama, students refine their skills and present work using safe practices, effective processes, 

techniques and stylistic conventions. Students engage with devised theatre and published scripts from 

a range of contexts and are encouraged to challenge global ideas and perspectives through research 

and communicate dramatic meaning through selected forms and styles. Students are encouraged to 

engage in different forms of communication using analytical skills and specific drama terminology, 

based on their own drama and the drama of others. We also prepare for potential study of Drama in 

year 11 and develop an understanding of and skills in drama styles such as Poor theatre, Devised 

theatre Students participate in the Drama Evening with the development of polished performances. 

Like all Arts subjects there are both practical and written components to the course. 
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Media Arts 
In Year 10, students develop skills as 
both media critics and creators. They 
investigate how ideas, issues, people or 
places are represented in Australian and 
international media work. Students 
explore media technologies, controls 
and constraints and media industry 
organisations. They learn technical 
skills, such as camera operation and 
video editing, experiment with codes and 
conventions to construct 

representations, narrative, genre or style and work within production roles. Students also create 
original media work by planning productions for intended audiences and follow planning 
processes, from pre-production through to distribution.  
 
Students learn to question media messaging while gaining hands-on experience creating their 
own media work with a focus on responsible media use. Like all Arts subjects there are both 
practical and written components to the course. 
 
Visual Arts 
In Year 10, students refine their own ideas and 
intentions for artmaking by investigating how 
artists use visual language, conventions, 
techniques and processes to create artworks. 
They respond with sensitivity to different 
perspectives of artmaking from other cultures in 
contemporary artworks to refine their own ideas 
and beliefs. Students describe the meaning, 
purpose and perspectives of artworks from 
selected artists and art styles from contemporary 
and past times to shape personal responses and 
reflect on their own artmaking processes and 
intentions. They also use and refine visual art language to develop their own artworks, and 
develop, refine and document ideas in written, visual or conversational form, appraising their 
ideas to improve art practice. Students apply skills, materials, techniques, processes or 
technologies when conveying their own artmaking ideas and develop resolved artworks, using 
safe and sustainable work practices. In developing their own personal expression, they 
communicate meaning or perspective when presenting to audiences. Like all Arts subjects there 
are both practical and written components to the course. 
 
For Further Information   Mark Sills 
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Specialised Physical Education 

 

Semester 1: Sport Science 

The course will focus on students’ understanding of the importance of physical activity in lifelong 

health and the body’s response to physical activity. Students will develop this understanding 

through a range of practical, laboratory and analysis experiences, in similar context to Physical 

Education Studies. Students will develop knowledge and understanding of anatomical and 

physiological systems and how they apply to a variety of sporting environments. Students will 

develop an understanding of the relationship between biomechanical, physiological, 

psychological and motor learning and coaching in their ability to perform successfully as both an 

individual and a team.   

 
Semester 2: Outdoor Education 

The emphasis of this course is to develop character and the skills of self-resilience, leadership, 

teamwork, problem-solving and healthy risk-taking in a variety of outdoor environments. Through 

interaction with the outdoors, 

students will develop a 

relationship with the natural world, 

others and themselves. Students 

will develop these skills and 

relationships while undertaking 

activities involving outdoor first 

aid, mountain biking, canoeing, 

fishing, camp cooking and hiking 

while focusing on minimal 

environmental impact.   

 

 
Year 10 Specialist Physical Education – AFL  
Students will continue develop advanced skills in Australian Rules Football, including kicking, 

handballing, marking and game specific skills. Students will build on the content learnt in Year 9 

and continue to apply strategic thinking to improve individual gameplay and team performance, 

utilising principles of gameplay such as positioning, movement patterns, and 

defensive/offensive transitions.  

 

Theory lessons will involve students learning umpiring, coaching and team management. 

Additionally, students will learn biomechanics, sport psychology, exercise physiology and 

motor learning and coaching with an AFL focus. 

 

For Further Information        Luke Ford 
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Section 6 – Key Reference Websites  
General  

SCSA     https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/ 

TISC     https://www.tisc.edu.au/static/home.tisc 

SCSA Facebook   https://facebook.com/SCSAWA 

SCSA Community Page  https://parent.scsa.wa.edu.au/ 

 

Higher Education Institutes 

Curtin University   https://www.curtin.edu.au/ 

Edith Cowan University  https://www.ecu.edu.au/ 

Murdoch University   https://www.murdoch.edu.au/ 

Notre Dame University   https://www.notredame.edu.au/ 

TAFE     https://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/ 

University of Western Australia https://www.uwa.edu.au/ 

 

Two key reference points are listed below: 

 

1. http://www.tisc.edu.au 

This is the Tertiary Services Institution Centre that provides students seeking university 

admission with entrance requirements (Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank - ATAR) 

including Tertiary Entrance Ranks for previous years. 

 
2. http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/ 

The School’s Assessment and Standards Authority website provides information relating 

to all courses offered in Western Australia, plus information relating to the completion of 

the Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) examinations and the award of a 

tertiary rank. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
https://www.tisc.edu.au/static/home.tisc
https://facebook.com/SCSAWA
https://parent.scsa.wa.edu.au/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/
https://www.ecu.edu.au/
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/
https://www.notredame.edu.au/
https://www.fulltimecourses.tafe.wa.edu.au/
https://www.uwa.edu.au/
http://www.tisc.edu.au/
http://www.scsa.wa.edu.au/
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Section 7 – Staff Contacts  
Deputy Principal – 
Teaching & Learning Mrs Marsha Pengilly 

pengilly.marsha@stbrigids.wa.edu.au  

9290 4223 
Deputy Principal – 

Pastoral Care 
Ms Jess Martin 

martin.jessica@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4231 

Director of Academics Ms Janine Walsh 
walsh.janine@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4234 

Dean – Year 10 Mrs Alesha Heynes 
heynes.alesha@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4240 

Workplace Learning 
Assistant Mrs Carolynne Troy 

troy.carolynne@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4211 

Heads of Learning/Subject Coordinators 

Religious Education Mrs Caterina Dwyer  
dwyer.caterina@stbrigids.wa.edu.au  

9290 4239 

English Mrs Maxine Brown 
brown.maxine@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4250 

Health & Physical 
Education Mr Luke Ford 

ford.luke@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4229 

Humanities & Social 
Sciences Ms Cathy Santarelli 

santarelli.cathy@stbrigids.wa.edu.au  

9290 4215 

 Languages Ms Benedetta Heys 
heys.benedetta@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4218 

Mathematics  Mrs Sarah Pontre 
pontre.sarah@stbrigids.wa.edu.au  

9290 4246 

Science Dr Michalie Ruoss 
ruoss.michalie@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 
9290 4228 

Design Technologies Mrs Louren Greyling 
greyling.louren@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4225 

Technologies Mrs Argia Biddle 
biddle.argia@stbrigids.wa.edu.au 

9290 4225 

The Arts Mr Mark Sills  
sills.mark@stbrigids.wa.edu.au  

9290 4214 
 

mailto:martin.jessica@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:walsh.janine@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:heynes.alesha@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:troy.carolynne@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:dwyer.caterina@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:brown.maxine@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:ford.luke@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:santarelli.cathy@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:heys.benedetta@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:pontre.sarah@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:ruoss.michalie@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:greyling.louren@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:biddle.argia@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
mailto:sills.mark@stbrigids.wa.edu.au

	pg 10.pdf
	2027 Curriculum Handbook Year 10 Final
	2027 Year 10 Handbook Cover.pdf
	2027 Curriculum Handbook Year 10 Final
	Section 1 – Learning at St Brigid’s College
	1.1 Reaching High – How to Achieve Success

	Section 2 - The Road Ahead – Years 11 and 12
	2.1 The Transition from Year 10 to Year 11
	2.2 Years 11 and 12
	2.3 Year 11 Minimum Entry Requirements
	2.5  Where Do Subjects Lead?

	Section 3 - The Online Literacy & Numeracy Assessment
	Section 4 - Christian Service-Learning
	Section 5 - Year 10 Subject Selection 2027
	5.1 Subject Selection Process
	5.2  Subjects Offered in Year 10 – Core Subjects
	Physical Sciences
	Chemical Sciences
	Biological Sciences
	Earth and Space Sciences

	5.3  Subjects Offered in Year 10 – Electives
	Year 10 Digital Wizards
	Think Bigger. Code Smarter. Create Beyond.
	Student learning is further supported through the Italian Assistant Program. Classroom based Language Assistants assist students with one-to-one conversation practice and exposure to current cultural realities. Students can select to host a Language A...


	Section 6 – Key Reference Websites
	Section 7 – Staff Contacts





