


Principal’s Welcome

Dear Families

It is with pleasure that | present to you our Years 7 to 9 Curriculum Handbook for the 2027

academic year.

There is an abundance of opportunities at St Brigid’s, and | encourage all our girls to be actively
present and contribute to the life of the College. Students who are involved in the extra and co-
curricular activities of a school experience a greater sense of connection and belonging. These

are the years to get involved and enjoy the full experience that St Brigid’s College offers.

Our Mercy founder, Catherine McAuley, is quoted as saying, “We should be shining lamps giving
light to all around us.” | pray that Years 7 to 9 will be filled with both joy and success for your
daughter. Your family members are valued in our community and we look forward to working

together with you in 2027.

Kind Regards

VERONICA PARKER
PRINCIPAL
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Section 1 -Vision for Learning
At St Brigid’s College we light the way for every student to be confident, critical thinkers, who
are empowered to illuminate the path ahead.

Itis our vision that our students will:
take ownership of their learning.
make purposeful contributions.
respond positively to challenges and opportunities.
support and collaborate with each other.
be creative and imaginative.

To achieve this vision, and in accordance with the Western Australian Curriculum, St Brigid’s
College has developed programs that provide excellent learning opportunities for our students to
foster the skills and attributes we feel will best place them to achieve success at the College and
life beyond school. In addition to these courses, there is a focus on literacy and numeracy skills
to support students to be lifelong learners. As a technology rich environment St Brigid’s College
students are supported to learn effective digital skills so they can effectively navigate the online
world.

The teaching and learning program is enhanced utilising a targeted Pastoral Care program. At St
Brigid’s College the students will develop positive working relationships with key staff, including
their homeroom teacher and Dean of Students who will monitor the social and emotional
wellbeing of the students as well as their academic progress. Our vertical homeroom structure
facilitates the building of relationships across the College community ensuring our younger

students are supported and guided by those in older year groups.

This handbook includes details surrounding the courses and subjects available to students in our
community. Our staff are committed educators who inspire our students to achieve their
potential and build in them a love of learning. The St Brigid’s community is guided by our College
Values of Respect, Hospitality, Compassion, Justice, Service and Courage. These values are
nurtured in our students to ensure they feel connected and supported within our community and

will leave the College as strong, capable Mercy Women.

All subjects included in this handbook are planned for 2027. However, it is at the discretion of St
Brigid’s College to determine minimum student numbers required for subjects to operate and the
number of classes possible in those subjects. Should you have any questions about the Teaching
and Learning Program at St Brigid’s College please contact the relevant Curriculum Team Leader.

Marsha Pengilly
Deputy Principal - Teaching and Learning
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Section 2 - Christian Service-Learning
“Then go and do the same thing He did” Luke 10:37

Christian Service-Learning (CSL) is a key part of life at St Brigid’s College, supporting students
to put their faith into action through meaningful service across all year levels. Guided by the
Gospel and the example of Jesus, students are encouraged to act with compassion, justice, and

care in their daily lives at school, at home or boarding, and in the wider community.

CSL supports students to “Light the Way” by putting Mercy values into action. When students
serve others, they show compassion, kindness, justice, and care, and live out what it means to be
Catholic. Through service and reflection, students grow as caring and responsible young people,
living the Mercy values and learning that leadership begins with serving others. Active
participation in CSL, including working towards year-level expectations, supports readiness for

leadership opportunities.

The College CSL program has been developed in partnership with students, staff, and parents,
and is informed by current research on effective Christian Service-Learning, and continues to
honour and build on the legacy of MIA MAD. Students are introduced to the CSL program and
expectations for their year group through an induction, where they receive their CSL booklet
containing program information, a Record of Service log, and reflection activities to support their
understanding. Throughout the year, students engage in service across the key areas of school,
home or boarding, and the wider community, with a focus that develops according to their year

level.

Across Years 7-9, students gradually develop their understanding and practice of service. In Year
7, they are introduced to what service is and how they can support others within their school,
home, or boarding community, completing a minimum of 7 service activities. In Year 8, students
deepen this understanding by building consistency, responsibility, and reflection in their service,
completing at least 8 activities. By Year 9, students broaden their awareness by connecting their
faith to real-world needs in the wider community and taking greater ownership of their service
experiences, completing a minimum of 9 service activities. ‘Starter’ and reflection activities for all
year levels are completed in the students’ CSL Booklet and are supported by an in-class
validation in Term 4 during Religious Education lessons. Parents are warmly encouraged to
actively participate in the program by discussing and supporting their daughter in selecting and

engaging in meaningful service opportunities.

For Further Information Dr Salvatore De Luca
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3.1 Procedures for Year 7 & 8 Subject Selection

Section 3 - Areas of study

At each level of the programme, you must study a subject from each of the nine Learning Areas.

In addition, Years 7 & 8 students are required to study:

e onelanguage

e one Performing Arts and one Visual Arts course

e one Digital Technologies course and one Materials Technology Course

AREAS OF STUDY

Religious Education

English

Mathematics

Science

Humanities & Social

Sciences

Health

Education

&Physical

Year 7

Compulsory Area of Study

Year 8

Compulsory Area of Study

Design Technologies

Taste and Textiles Lab

Savour and Sew

Built Bright Built Bright
Digital Technologies Digital Pioneers Digital Explorers
Languages Italian Italian
The Arts
Performing Arts | Dance Dance
Drama Drama
Music Music
Visual Arts | Media Arts Media Arts
Visual Arts Visual Arts

In Years 7 & 8 courses in The Arts and Technologies are semester units. Students will select 3

courses each semester.
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3.2 Procedures for Year 9 Subject Selection

In year 9 students will continue to study courses in each of the core subject areas. Courses in
Maths are streamed as are courses in Science. Students can choose three (3) elective subjects
from Technologies and The Arts. There is also an elective in the learning area of Health and

Physical Education which specialises in the sport of Netball. Year 9 Electives are studied for the

full year.

AREAS OF STUDY Year 9

Religious Education Compulsory Area of Study
English

Mathematics

Science

Humanities & Social

Sciences

Health & Physical

Education

Design Technologies Crafty Couture
Flavours Unleashed

Digital Technologies Digital Innovators
Money Wise

Languages Italian

Health & Physical | Specialist Football

Education Specialist Netball
The Arts Dance

Drama

Media Arts

Visual Arts
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Section 4 - Subjects Offered in Years 7 to 9 — Core Subjects

Religious Education

The aim of St Brigid’s College Middle Years Religious Education Curriculum is to provide the
students with the opportunity to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and to grow in
the appreciation of Christ’s message. The Religious Education programme will include exploring
increasingly complex religious and social issues. Students gain the necessary skills to critically
evaluate the various sources of information with which they are confronted and they will have the
opportunity to present, interpret and discuss ideas as they search to find the meaning of what it
means to be a Christian. Students look at different religious perspectives and explore alternative
viewpoints in order to come to an understanding that differing cultural and religious experiences

can be expressed in many different ways.

St Brigid’s College follows the Perth Archdiocesan Religious Education Course. Each group

studies one unit each term. The units studied will be -

Year 7
o Celebrating Jesus
e LivingasJesus
o Celebrating New Life

e Livingin God’s Love

e Belonging and Acceptance in
Catholic Communities
e The Universal Need for God

e Creation-God’s Original Plan

e Growingin the Image of God

e The Human Search for Truth
e People Grow Stronger Spiritually
o People Can Achieve Emotional Peace

e Christian Love

For Further Information Caterina Dwyer
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English

English provides students with opportunities to develop an
appreciation of the nature of language and literature
through immersion in a range of texts. The English
curriculum is constructed to revolve around the three
interrelated strands of language, literature and literacy.
Together, the strands focus on developing students'
knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading,

viewing, speaking, writing and creating.

Year?7

In Year 7, students communicate with peers, teachers,

individuals, groups and community members in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual
environments. They experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts that relate to the
school curriculum, local community, regional and global contexts. Students listen to, read, view,
interpret, evaluate and perform a range of spoken, written and multimodal texts in which the

primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade.

The range of literary texts for Pre-primary to Year 10 comprises Australian literature, including the
oral narrative traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, as well as the
contemporary literature of these two cultural groups, and classic and contemporary world
literature, including texts from and about Asia. Functional and critical literacy skills are
foregrounded in the courses, with all English students being exposed to explicit teaching of

literacy skills on a weekly basis.

Assessments facilitate the development of students’ abilities to create a range of imaginative,
informative and persuasive types of texts, for example narratives, procedures, performances,
reports and discussions, and students are beginning to create literary analyses and

transformations of texts.

Year 8

In Year 8, students continue to improve their
communication skills by interacting with peers,
teachers, individuals, groups and community members
in a range of face-to-face and online/virtual
environments. They experience learning in familiar and
unfamiliar contexts that relate to the school
curriculum, local community, regional and global
contexts. Students listen to, read, view, interpret,

evaluate and perform a range of spoken, written and

multimodal texts in which the primary purpose is
aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and
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persuade. The range of literature comprises Australian literature, including the oral narrative
traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, as well as the contemporary literature
of these two cultural groups, and classic and contemporary world literature, including texts from

and about Asia.

These texts explore themes of interpersonal relationships and ethical dilemmas within real-
world and fictional settings and represent a variety of perspectives. Informative texts present
technicaland contentinformation from various sources about specialised topics. Text structures
are more complex including chapters, headings and subheadings, tables of contents, indexes
and glossaries. Language features include successive complex sentences with embedded
clauses, unfamiliar technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and information

supported by various types of graphics.

Year 9

In Year 9 students interact with peers, teachers,
individuals, groups and community members in a range
of face-to-face and online/virtual environments. They
experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts,
including local community, vocational and global

contexts.

Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment.

They interpret, create, evaluate, discuss and perform a wide range of literary texts in which the
primary purpose is aesthetic, as well as texts designed to inform and persuade. These include
various types of media texts, including newspapers, film and digital texts, fiction, non-fiction,
poetry, dramatic performances and multimodal texts, with themes and issues involving levels of
abstraction, higher order reasoning and intertextual references. Students develop a critical
understanding of the contemporary media and the differences between media texts. The range
of literary texts comprises Australian literature, including the oral narrative traditions of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, as well as the contemporary literature of these two
cultural groups, and classic and contemporary world literature, including texts from and about

Asia.

Literary texts that support and extend students in Year 9 as independent readers are drawn from
arange of genres and involve complex, challenging and unpredictable plot sequences and hybrid
structures that may serve multiple purposes. These texts explore themes of human experience
and cultural significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global dilemmas within
real-world and fictional settings and represent a variety of perspectives. Informative texts
represent a synthesis of technical and abstract information about a wide range of specialised
topics. Text structures are more complex and include chapters, headings and subheadings,
tables of contents, indexes and glossaries. Language features include successive complex

sentences with embedded clauses, a high proportion of unfamiliar and technical vocabulary,
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figurative and rhetorical language, and dense information supported by various types of graphics
presented in visual form.

Students will learn to create a range of imaginative, informative and persuasive types of texts

including narratives, procedures, performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses,
transformations of texts and reviews.

For Further Information Maxine Brown
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Health and Physical Education

Year 7

The aim of the Health and Physical Education is to encourage the development of ‘intelligent
performers’, and to encourage students to be active and understand the importance of a
balanced and healthy lifestyle. Students will develop resilience, knowledge, critical thinking and
reflection skills, and a sense of responsibility. This in turn should encourage choices that will
contribute to a long-term healthy lifestyle. Year 7 Physical Education addresses a variety of skills
in a range of different sports and activities. The students refine specialised movement skills and
focus on tactical thinking within team and individual sports which are aimed to encourage and

develop physical fitness and skills, self-esteem and interpersonal skills.

The Health Education programme focuses on a variety of components on how to take positive
action to enhance individual health, safety and well-being. The Year 7 Health Education
programme has a focus on puberty; understanding how the body changes through time,
resilience and decision making, nutrition and safe online practices throughout the course of the
year. Through each Health unit students will develop skills to identify and promote their own and
other’s health, safety and well-being in different situations and across different environments, as

well as identify the health and social benefits of physical activity.

Year8

The Year 8 Health and Physical Education learning area is designed to increase students’
knowledge and understanding of the principles of human movement as well as provide students
with the opportunity to further develop skills in a broad range of physical activities. The skills

learned will prepare the students for a lifelong involvement in physical activity.

In addition to the development of physical skills, students will also experience activities to
develop their own self-management and interpersonal skills. Students will participate in a variety
of individual and team sports which will provide students with the opportunity to:

e develop physical skills in a safe environment

e practice, extend and refine skills in a variety of activities

e experience individual, cooperative and competitive team activities

e develop strategic thinking through the understanding and application of rules

e learnto provide and receive advice to improve their performance

The Health Education programme aims to encourage the development of ‘critical thinkers’ and
to encourage students to understand the importance of a balanced and healthy lifestyle.
Students inquire about the effects of smoking, responsible decision making and foster an
awareness of the components of fitness and how to plan and prepare programmes that can

improve their own wellbeing. Students will further develop their understanding of online safety
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and the importance of mental health in today’s society. Throughout all Health units, students will
continue to improve their health literacy skills, including the ability to distinguish between

sources of health information.

Year9

The Health and Physical Education learning area aims to empower students to understand and
appreciate the value of being physically active, and develop motivation for making informed
decisions and promoting positive social interaction. The Year 9 Physical Education programmes
provide students with opportunities to learn and practice ways of working with others in
challenging and enjoyable movement experiences, and improving their capacity to move with
skill and confidence in a variety of contexts. The physical activities will include a variety of

individual and team sports where students will have the opportunity to:

e practice, extend and refine skills in a
variety of activities and sports

e experience individual, cooperative and
competitive team activities

e develop strategic thinking through an
understanding and application of rules

e learn to provide and receive feedback to
improve their performance

e umpire and officiate their peers

e choreograph and perform individual and

group movement composition routines

The Health Education programme aims to encourage the students to take responsibility of their
own decisions and bodies. Students inquire about the importance of decision making when
learning to understand alcohol and illicit drugs in today’s society. Students will also evaluate a
range of characteristics of respectful relationships, such as showing respect for self and others,

and personal differences and opinions.

For Further Information Luke Ford
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Specialist AFL - Elective

During this specialist unit, students will demonstrate advanced skills in Australian Rules
Football, including kicking, handballing, marking, and game-specific tactics. Throughout the
unit, students will apply strategic thinking to improve individual and team performance, utilising
principles of gameplay such as positioning, movement patterns, and defensive/offensive
transitions. Part of the students’ roles is to evaluate their performance and that of others,
identifying strengths and areas for improvement using established criteria. This will also include
exhibiting leadership, teamwork, and communication skills, contributing positively to team

dynamics in training and competitive settings.

Further to the theory component, students will start to understand and apply concepts of
physical fitness, recovery, and injury prevention tailored to the demands of AFL. Additionally,
learning about respect for others and demonstrate ethical behaviour in training and competitive

environments.

Specialised Netball - Elective

The Specialised Netball course is
designed to develop students’
fundamental skills, understand
advanced team play and improve fitness
to enhance their participation in netball.
Skill technique, teamwork and tactics
will be focus points during practical
lessons. Theory knowledge lessons will
involve completion of umpiring and
coaching courses, nutrition awareness,
injury prevention and managing life as an
aspiring athlete. Students who select
this course will receive an accreditation
in coaching by the Australian Sports

Commission and work towards their C

Badge Accreditation by completing the
Foundation Umpire Course. This is an excellent introduction course for students aspiring to enrol

into Physical Education Studies.

For Further Information Luke Ford
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Humanities and Social Sciences

Year?7

In Humanities and Social Sciences, students assume increased responsibility and engage in
important decision-making within the class and school to support their growing independence
and collaborative skills. Exploration of alternative ideas, perspectives and world views allows
students to see themselves as active participants in their own continuing development and that

of their society.

Students continue to build on their understanding of civics and civic responsibility by examining
the key features of Australia’s democracy and how it is shaped through the Australian
Constitution and constitutional change. The concepts of justice, rights and responsibilities are

further developed through a focus on Australia’s legal system.

In Economics and Business students develop an
understanding of the concepts of making choices
and resource allocation. They focus on the
interdependence of consumers and producers in
the market and explore the characteristics of

successful businesses.

Geography includes the concepts of place,
space, environment, interconnection,
sustainability and change and they continue to be
developed as a way of thinking. These concepts
enable students to inquire into the nature of
water as a natural resource. Additionally, the
concept of place is expanded through students’

investigation of the liveability of their own locality.

Students develop their historical understanding
through key concepts, including evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect,
perspectives, empathy, significance and contestability. These concepts are investigated within
the historical context of how we know about the Deep Time History of Australia as the world’s

oldest continuous culture and the development of ancient societies.
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Year 8
Students in Year 8 examine the development of contemporary society and develop an awareness

of the forces that have shaped and are shaping the lives of people.

For the learning strand Civics and Citizenship, students continue to build on their understanding
of the concepts of the Westminster system, democracy and participation. They investigate the
types of law in Australia and how they are made. They consider the responsibilities and freedoms
of citizens, and how Australians can actively participate in their democracy, including the

election process.

The concept of markets is introduced to further develop students’ understanding of the concepts
of interdependence, in Economics and Business. They consider how markets work and the rights,
responsibilities and opportunities that arise for businesses, consumers and governments.
Students consider the influences on the way people work and explore the factors that influence

people’s financial decision-making.

Studies in Geography continue to develop the concepts taughtin earlier years as a way of thinking
and to provide students with the opportunity to inquire into the significance of landscapes to
people and the spatial change in the distribution of populations. They apply this understanding

to a wide range of places and environments in Australia and other global locations.

Students develop their historical understanding through key concepts of change and continuity.
These concepts are investigated within the historical context of the medieval period into the
modern period. They consider how societies changed, what key beliefs and values emerged, and

the causes and effects of conflict, revolution and technological advancement.

Year 9
In Year 9, students build on their understanding of important ~
concepts and continue to develop their awareness of the
complexity of the natural environment, social issues and the
impact of technological advances. Students consider how the
relationship between knowledge, technology and values

influences their own role within society.

Year 9 students develop increasing independence in critical
thinking and skill application, which includes questioning,
researching, analysing, evaluating, communicating and
reflecting. They apply these skills to investigate events,
developments, issues and phenomena, both historical and

contemporary.
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Students examine the role of political parties and independent representatives, and the way
citizens’ decisions are shaped during an election campaign.
Students investigate how Australia’s court system works in support of a democratic and just

society.

Students are introduced to the concepts of specialisation and trade in Economics while
continuing to further their development and understanding of the key economic concepts. They
examine the connections between households and businesses, and the financial, government
and overseas sectors through the flow of goods, services and resources in a global economy.
Students develop an understanding of the risks and rewards involved in investing money and

explore ways to practice financial management.

In Geography students inquire into the production of food and fibre, the role of the biotic
environment and to explore how people, through their choices and actions, are connected to
places in a variety of ways. Students apply this understanding to a wide range of places and

environments at a range of scales, from local to global and in a range of locations.

Students continue to build upon and develop their historical understanding through the key
concepts, including evidence, cause and effect, perspectives, significance and contestability.
These concepts are investigated within the historical context of Australia’s colonial history and
World War I. They consider how the experiences of people and groups reflected the attitudes of

these time periods, and the significance of both colonization and World War I.

For Further Information Cathy Santarelli
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Mathematics

Year?7

Students have opportunities to reinforce and increase the
breadth of their mathematical knowledge. The aim is to provide
them with a strong grasp of the fundamental ideas of
Mathematics. Students will develop computation skills, ‘do’ and
‘talk’ about Mathematics and identify and apply mathematical
ideas to their everyday lives. Importance is placed on
strengthening their problem-solving skills and encouraging
students to consider multiple ways to approach these tasks.
Students are taught using activities encompassing their many
learning styles. The programme consists of open-ended tasks as

well as differentiation to support and challenge students where
necessary. Where there is an identified need, a support class may be established to provide

students with additional support and an appropriately paced learning environment

Number and Algebra

Students will investigate index notation, square roots of perfect square numbers. Solve problems
involving addition and subtraction of fractions. Multiply and divide fractions. Explore the use of
percentages. Solve problems involving simple ratios. Introduce the concept of variables and
create algebraic expressions. Plot points on the Cartesian plane and solve simple linear
equations.

Measurement and Geometry

Students will establish formulas for areas of simple shapes and use these in problem solving.
Describe translations, reflections and rotations on the Cartesian plane. Explore angle properties
associated with parallel lines. Classify triangles according to their side and angle properties.
Statistics and Probability

Students will construct sample spaces for single-step experiments and calculate probabilities

associated with these sample spaces. Be introduced to data displays including stem-and-leaf
plots. Calculate mean, median, mode and range for sets of data. Describe and interpret data.

Year 8

In Year 8 students will continue to extend their knowledge in the following areas. Mathematics is
organised to give every student the opportunity to work at their highest mathematical
capabilities. Students will be able to study from three courses: Mathematics Extension,
Mathematics and Mathematics Support. Each course is designed to cater for a range of abilities,

and each ability group will prepare them adequately for Year 9.

Number and Algebra

Solve problems involving use of percentages, fractions, decimals, rates and ratios with and
without the use of technology. Use index notation. Simplify algebraic expressions using the four

St Brigid’s College Years 7 — 9 Curriculum Handbook 2027 Page 15 Table of Contents



operations, expand brackets and factorise simple expressions. Solve and interpret linear
equations using realistic contexts. Plot graphs of linear functions and use these to find solutions
of equations.

Measurement and Geometry

Explore perimeter and area of plane geometric
shapes such as rectangles, triangles and
circles. Extend these ideas into volume. Explore
congruence of triangles and apply this to
investigate  properties of quadrilaterals.
Investigate two-dimensional representations of
three-dimensional objects. Solve problems

involving interpreting and creating maps and

plans using scales.
Statistics and Probability

Determine probabilities using complementary events, be able to represent events using Venn
Diagrams and two-way tables. Understand the challenges of collecting representative data and

the effect on medians and means of outliers.

Year9

All students continue to develop their problem-solving skills. Mathematics is organised to give
every student the opportunity to work at their highest mathematical capabilities. Students will be
able to study from three courses: Mathematics Extension, Mathematics and Mathematics
Support. Each course is designed to cater for a range of abilities, and each ability group will

prepare them adequately for Year 10 and 11.

Number and Algebra

Solve problems involving direct proportion, extend index laws and use scientific notation. Solve
simple interest problems. Extend the expansion of brackets to include binomials. Find the
distance between two points in the Cartesian plane, find the gradient of a line segment, sketch
linear graphs using technologies. Sketch non-linear relationships with and without the use of
technology.

Measurement and Geometry

Calculate areas of composite shapes and calculate surface areas of prisms. Investigate and use
Pythagoras’ theorem. Apply trigonometry to solve right triangles. Use enlargement
transformations to explore similarity in triangles.

Statistics and Probability

List outcomes, assign and determine probabilities for events. Construct displays and investigate
the position of the mean and median and describe the shape of the distribution. Construct stem
and leaf diagrams, histograms from collected data. Investigate techniques for collecting data.

For Further Information Sarah Pontre
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Science

The science course aims to spark curiosity about science and the natural world. It focuses on
developing skills so students can work well in teams and practice safety in a lab. Students will

learn to design and conduct scientific investigations and evaluate evidence to draw conclusions.

Year7
e |ifeonEarth: Learn about the variety of life and how we classify and organize living things.
e Ecosystems: Use models like food chains, food webs, and the water cycle to understand
how energy and matter move through ecosystems.

e Forces and Motion: Study how different forces cause changes in an object's movement.

e Resources: Learn about renewable and non-renewable resources and how their
classification depends on time.

e Earth-Sun-Moon System: Investigate relationships and use models to predict and explain

events.

e Scientific Skills: Make accurate measurements and control variables to analyze

relationships in systems. Explore how science helps in decision-making.

Year 8

e (Cells and Body Systems: Understand

cells and how they explain the
properties of living things. Explore
how body systems work together.

e Matter: Learn about particles and

distinguish between chemical and

physical changes.
e Energy: Classify different types of
energy and understand how energy
causes changes in systems, like heat and kinetic energy in the rock cycle.

e Experimentation: Use experiments to understand relationships in systems and explain

them. Make predictions and support views with evidence.

Year9

e Systems: Study how systems operate at different scales, like how the human body
responds to the environment.

e FEcosystems: Adaptations and conservation: Learn how organisms are adapted to survive
in unique environments and embark on a project to learn about conserving Australian
bush land

e Atoms: Learn about atoms and their components (protons, electrons, neutrons) and how

atoms can change.
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e Chemical Changes: Understand how

matter can change through chemical
reactions.

e Conservation of Matter: Learn that matter

is conserved in reactions and develop a

deeper understanding of energy transfer.

e Global Systems: Apply knowledge of energy

and forces to understand global systems

like movement of carbon and water

through the Earth’s spheres.

For Further Information Michalie Ruoss
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Section 5-Subjects Offered in Years 7 to 9 — Electives

Designh Technologies

Technologies enrich and impact on the lives of people and societies globally. Society needs
enterprising students who can make discerning decisions about the development and use of
technologies, develop solutions to complex challenges and contribute to sustainable patterns of
living. Technologies can play a vital role in transforming, restoring, and sustaining societies and
natural, managed, and constructed environments. Trends suggest that employment in the future
will be heavily dependent upon students having advanced skills in STEM subjects including

Technologies.

Year7

Taste and Textiles Lab

In this semester course, students will study one term of Foods and one term of Textiles

Food - This course introduces students to basic cooking skills that will enable them to produce
simple but delicious healthy snacks and meals while becoming familiar with the essential

nutrition knowledge for wise food choices and

g M N healthy lifestyles. They apply acquired knowledge

e Jl

of the physical and sensory properties of food and
key elements of nutrition when selecting
ingredients to create a meal that will appeal to

hungry, health-conscious teenagers.

Textiles - This course introduces students to
sewing machines, how to operate them safely and
correctly. The students investigate Aboriginal Art
techniques and symbols to create a hand painted
piece of material that they then use to sew a Calico

tote bag.

Year 8
Savour and Sew

The year eight course also allows students to study one term of Foods and one term of Textiles.

In the Foods component of Savour and Sew, students develop practical cooking skills while
preparing a variety of sweet and savoury recipes. Students learn kitchen safety, food preparation
techniques, knife skills, baking, air frying, and working with pastry while exploring food labelling,

nutrition, sustainable diets, and healthy food choices. Through hands-on practical lessons,
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students investigate the physical and sensory properties of food and apply their knowledge when

designing and producing a healthy food item.

In the Textiles component, students are
introduced to sewing machine safety,
equipment, fabrics, and basic sewing
techniques. Students develop confidence in
threading machines, measuring, cutting fabric,
and using a range of stitching and embellishment
techniques. Throughout the semester, students
design and create a lined zipper pouch while
exploring creativity and sustainability practices

in textiles.

Year9

Flavours Unleashed

In Semester One, students explore the flavours of
the world by investigating a range of global
cuisines and examining how food trucks design
food products to meet the diverse needs of their
communities. They also develop an
understanding of the sensory properties of food,
discovering how taste, smell, texture, and
appearance influence the way people experience
and enjoy food. In Semester Two, students focus
on the art of sweet foods and baking, learning how
key ingredients work together to create
successful recipes. They apply this knowledge to
plan and create their own personalised cake,
showcasing their  skills, creativity, and

understanding of baking principles.
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Crafty Couture

This course is an engaging introductory textiles course that
allows students to explore fashion, creativity, and practical
design through hands-on learning experiences. Students
will learn the fundamentals of textile production while
developing confidence in using sewing machines,
overlockers, patterns, fabrics, and basic garment
construction techniques. Throughout the year, students will
produce projects such as boxer shorts, a hooded jumper,
and an upcycled denim item, helping them build practical
skills in measuring, cutting, sewing, and finishing textile

products.

The course also introduces students to the environmental
and socialimpact of the fashion industry, encouraging them

to investigate sustainable practices such as recycling,

repurposing, and upcycling textiles. Aligned with the WA K-
10 Technologies curriculum, Crafty Couture encourages creativity, practical problem-solving,
and independent learning while giving students the opportunity to develop valuable life skills

through textile design and production.

For Further Information Louren Greyling

Years7 & 8
Built Bright

Ignite Your Inner Engineer

Ready to think like an engineer and create solutions that matter? Built Bright is your launchpad
into the exciting world of real-world problem solving through cutting-edge technology and
innovation. While this course follows the Design Technologies syllabus, it is a cross-curricular
program that also incorporates science skills. Built Bright is generally taught by the Science or

Digital Technologies team.

Students will:
o Engineer Like a Pro - Explore how technologies shape our world and apply engineering
principles to solve real problems.
¢ Innovate With Confidence and Safety - Plan projects, manage materials and tools

responsibly, and follow industry-style safety procedures.
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o Design. Build. Test. Improve - Turn ideas into real products using sketches, models, and
scaled drawings.

e Think Critically - Analyse the strengths and weaknesses of design ideas and refine
solutions.

e Learn Through Feedback - Share ideas, respond to feedback, and continuously improve

designs.

Year 7: Energy Innovators
Harness the power of the sun and water! Design and build alternative power solutions while

learning how renewable energy can change the world.

Year 8: Hydrogen Pioneers
Step into the future of clean energy with hydrogen technology. Build, test, and compete with the

possible opportunity to enter the global H2GP (Hydrogen Grand Prix) competition.

Why Built Bright

Thisisn’t just a class—it’s where creativity meets engineering. Whether you’re designing your first
prototype or racing toward global competition, you’ll develop the skills to innovate, collaborate,

and lead.

Build bright. Think big. Engineer the future.

For Further Information Argia Biddle or Michalie Ruoss
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Digital Technologies

Technologies influence every part of modern life, from how people communicate to how global
challenges are solved. As the world becomes increasingly digital, young people need the
confidence, skills and creativity to make informed, ethical and innovative decisions about the

technologies they use every day.

The Digital Technologies learning area empowers students with skills that encompass curiosity,
problem-solving, critical thinking and project management to broaden their understanding of
how technological solutions shape society, the environment and the economy. These
capabilities are essentialfor active citizenship and are highly valued in growing technology-driven

and STEM-related careers.

Within this broader area, Digital Technologies builds students’ computational thinking, data
literacy and digital solution design skills. Students learn how information systems work, how data
supports decision-making, and how to design, test and refine purposeful digital solutions.
Through hands-on, authentic learning, they explore both existing and emerging technologies,

gaining the confidence to ideate, prototype and create with an agile and systematic mindset.

Year 7
Digital Pioneers introduces Year 7 students to the digital world as creators, not just consumers.
They explore how digital tools shape imagination, identity and future opportunities while building

a foundation of creative and technical skills.

During this one semester course students will build

- -
HEALTH AND SAFETY

a toolkit of creative, simple analytical and technical
skills by working both independently and
collaboratively to:

e Design and create a digital player card, using
foundational Excel skills to acquire, organise and
visualise data and Adobe Photoshop techniques for
image manipulation.

e Develop their first lines of code through engaging,

beginner-friendly Python activities.

o Explore networked systems, understanding the hardware and processes behind every
day digital technologies as well as identifying constraints, analysing needs and designing

increasingly sophisticated solutions.

Digital Pioneers is an ideal subject for students who are curious, imaginative and ready to shape

their digital world.
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Year 8
Digital Explorers
Code, Create, Captivate

Year 8 Digital Explorers invites students to extend their

creativity and technical skills as they explore how
digital systems shape their world and deepen their
understanding of their place within it. Building on their
Year 7 foundation, students dive deeper into
computational thinking and problem-solving using

real-world scenarios.

This hands-on one-semester course challenges

students to transform ideas into polished digital
products by:
e Designing and animating their own logo to explore branding and motion,
e Coding an interactive Python adventure game where their algorithms bring stories and choices
to life.
e Investigating how networked systems, data transmission and digital security operate in

everyday life.

Along the way, students develop confidence in analysing data, designing solutions, and understanding

the ethical responsibilities that come with creating in an increasingly connected digital world.

Digital Pioneers is the perfect choice for students excited to code boldly, design creatively and bring

their digital imagination to life.

Year 9

Digital Innovators

Create. Code. Craft the Future

Digital Innovators challenges students to elevate their creativity and technical expertise as they
stepinto the roles of designers, coders, filmmakers and digital problem-solvers in a world shaped
by rapid technological change. This course empowers students to move beyond consuming
digital content to confidently creating it, developing the skills, independence and innovation

mindset needed for future pathways in design, media, computing and emerging technologies.

Building on earlier learning, students explore how data moves securely through hardware and
software systems and refine their algorithmic thinking while crafting dynamic visuals, designing
interactive digital experiences and coding intelligent solutions. They learn to analyse problems
from multiple perspectives, test ideas, respond to feedback and develop resilient, future-ready
thinking habits.
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In this highly practical one-year course, students will:

Build a fully functional website using HTML, CSS and Python, showcasing their growing
confidence in front and back-end development.

Expand their multimedia capabilities through the Adobe Suite, producing a polished
short film alongside a collection of creative design products.

Investigate data integrity, cybersecurity and ethical digital practice, understanding
how to protect information and design responsibly in a connected world.

Complete a passion project in a technology field of personal interest—whether game

design, animation, web development, digital art, or beyond.

Digital Innovators is perfect for students who want to think boldly, create confidently and craft

the digital future they envision

Money Wise

Taking Control of Your Cash, Your Choices & Your Future

Money

Wise is a practical, . World of Work

future-focused course designed to help

students become confident, informed
GETTING

and financially capable young adults.

Through real-world scenarios, students YOUR
develop the financial understanding [F|RST
and digital skills needed to make smart .IOB

decisions about money, work and

technology.

Across the year, students explore:

e Work and Employability: Discovering part-time job opportunities, employer
expectations and workplace responsibilities. Students develop a professional
résumé and adaptable cover letter.

e Smart Spending: Comparing products and services, from mobile phone plans to
event budgets, to build value-based decision-making skills.

e Budgeting and Saving: Learning the fundamentals of financial planning by
preparing simple budgets and exploring various saving strategies.

e Technology in Business: Investigating hardware, file formats and digital devices

used across different industries.

Money Wise is perfect for students who want to feel prepared, empowered and capable as they

navigate their first financial decisions.

For Further Information Argia Biddle
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Languages

Year7

Festeggiamo! - Let’s Celebrate!

Students are immersed in the exciting world of Italian cultural traditions and ‘feste’ as they
discover how Italians celebrate and spend time together with family and friends. Throughout the
year students learn to introduce themselves, their family and friends and share in Italian how they

too celebrate cultural moments.

The aim is to provide students with solid foundations for language acquisition, practice and use
in a fun and stimulating environment. Additional learning activities include a special ‘festa’
incursion and participation in selected State and National Language Competitions. Furthermore,
through participation in The Italian Language Assistant Program, students are given the

opportunity to experience a more authentic exposure to the language and culture of Italy

Year8

Un Mondo di Creativita! - A World of Creativity!

Year 8 Italian is all about creating. The course builds on previous exposure to linguistic and
cultural elements. Students learn to express ideas about aspects of their world such as school

life, fashion, food, and free-time activities in realistic contexts.

Students engage in a range of creative, engaging, and cultural learning experiences, such as
traditional Italian cooking recipes and savouring of Italian treats. Through a variety of immersive
activities they explore the language of café menus, music, shopping and films. The Language
Assistant Program provides an authentic exposure to the Italian language and culture and
conversation practice on an individual basis. Students are encouraged to participate in selected

State and National Language Competitions.
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Year9

Il Mio Mondo Il Tuo Mondo (My world your world)

Tra Routine e Avventura! -Between Routine and Adventure!

The Year Nine course allows students to further develop their knowledge of the Italian language
and culture while exploring different facets of Italian daily life. It provides a balance of academic
learning, combined with cultural and practical experiences. The theme focusses on Tra Routine
e Avventura (Between Routine and Adventure). Students explore their own personal world and
that of Italian counterparts through topics such as daily routine, communities and the
excitement of student exchanges. They engage in activities that involve exchanging information,
making arrangements or obtaining goods or services. Students are given the opportunity to
participate in a range of creative, engaging, and cultural learning activities all designed to give

them an immersive experience.

Special events include:

e Participation in Incursions and Excursions such as the Primary-Secondary Language
Mentor Program, Cultural Corners, Languages Week, traditional Italian cooking
workshops and restaurant experience.

e Participation in selected State and National Language Competitions

e Opportunity to HOST through the Intercultura Exchange Program as well as the

Language Assistant Program.

For Further Information Benedetta Heys
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The Arts

Year?7

Learning through the Arts helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense of identity and
individuality. Itis a requirement of SCSA that a student study both a Performing and a Visual Arts
subject. Study in the Arts will consist of one semester each of a Visual Arts and a Performing Arts

subject.

Dance

In Year 7, Dance students build on their
ability to improvise and explore the elements
of dance and choreographic devices to
create dance that communicates an idea.
They continue to improve dance technique

and skills through the exploration of

genres/styles and present their dance to an
audience to further develop performance qualities. Safe and healthy dance underlies all dance
experiences. Students perform within their own capabilities, individually and in groups.
Reflection of the choreographic process guides students to understand the meaning and

function of dance.

The learning focus enables the content to be taught with student interest in mind and underpins
all learning activities. Teachers could address content through one or more of the following
genres/styles: cultural dance (this can include existing and emerging cultures), folk dance and
social dance. Students will be invited to participate in Dance Night. Like all Arts subjects there

are both practical and written components to the course.

Drama

This Year Seven elective is a very practical and
exciting way to learn the basics about Drama.
Drama skills such as improvisation and mime
are explored through a range of safe, fun
practical workshops. Students will be given an
opportunity to plan, develop and present drama
to their peers during the semester. Written work
focusses on reflective processes using general
drama terminology and language. Drama styles
that may be taught include circus, clowning and

mime.
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Media Arts

In Year 7, students explore contemporary media
work and learn how media constructs meaning
and representations. They develop practical
skills with media technologies and techniques,
learning how intended audiences influence
creative decisions, and they work collaboratively

in production teams. Students plan and create

their own media work, applying codes and
conventions to create meaning and to communicate with intended audiences while using
technologies ethically and safely. Like all Arts subjects there are both practical and written

components to the course.

Music

In Year 7, students experience music through listening, discussing and identifying the elements
of music in a variety of music examples from a variety of different cultures, times and places.
Students reflect on their own and others’ performances and compositions, using some
appropriate music terminology to identify strengths and areas for improvement. Students create
and refine music ideas by using the elements of music. They communicate and record music
ideas using notation, music terminology and a range of expressive elements. Students perform
solo or ensemble music, by singing and/or playing instruments, developing rehearsal skills and
processes and technical and expressive skills. Like all Arts subjects there are both practical and

written components to the course.

Visual Art

3 In Year 7, students observe how artists use

visual art language, visual conventions,
techniques and processes to convey ideas
and artmaking intentions. By exploring how
artists are influenced by their contextual
viewpoints, students shape their own ideas
or beliefs. When identifying ideas and
meaning of artworks from selected artists or
art styles, students form personal responses,
reflecting on own artmaking intentions. They
use visual art language and apply materials,
techniques, processes or technologies in the development of artwork. Students generate,
develop and document ideas for artwork in written, visual or conversational form, reflecting on
their ideas to improve art practice. When developing artworks or art practice to communicate

ideas to an audience, they use safe and sustainable artmaking techniques and processes.
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They consider the presentation of their artworks within formal or informal settings. Student
artwork may be presented in the student art exhibition. Like all Arts subjects there are both

practical and written components to the course.

Year 8
Learning through the Arts helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense of identity and
individuality. It is a requirement of SCSA that a student study both a Performing and a Visual Arts

subject. Study in the Arts will consist of one semester each of a Visual Arts and a Performing Arts

subject.

Dance

In Year 8, Dance students continue
to build their movement vocabulary.
Using improvisation, selection and
combinations of the elements of
dance and choreographic devices,
students choreograph dance to
communicate meaning. Dance
technique and skills are further

developed through the exploration of

different dance genres/styles, and
performance qualities are improved through performing to an audience. Safe and healthy dance
underlies all dance experiences. Students perform within their own capabilities individually and
in groups. Reflection of the performances of others, guides students to understand the meaning
and function of dance, and exploring the similarities and differences in genres/styles from

different eras allows students to understand the place of dance in history.

The learning focus enables the content to be taught with student interest in mind and underpins
all learning activities. Teachers could address content through one or more of the following
genres/styles: classical jazz, hip hop, social/folk or street funk/jazz. All Dance students will be
invited to participate in Dance Night. Like all Arts subjects there are both practical and written

components to the course.
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Drama

In Year 8, Drama students safely
explore, create and present devised
pieces through improvisation,
production elements and engage with
stimuli or themes from a range of
contexts. In practice, students work in
devised or scripted drama, which is

the focus of informal reflective

discussion using basic drama

terminology. We will explore theatre styes such as Children’s theatre and Melodrama using
exciting and fun improvisation and technique workshops. Students continue to develop their
understanding of the impact design choices, such as costume and props can have upon a
performance. We extend our understanding of dramatic styles as we practically explore theatre
types such as Children’s Theatre and Melodrama. Students may be invited to participate in the
Drama Evening. Like all Arts subjects there are both practical and written components to the

course.

Media Arts
In Year 8, students use codes and conventions to create media work exploring narrative, genre
or style in the productions they produce. They identify the purpose of contemporary and
historical media work and how to construct representations in their own media work. Students
explore media technologies and controls and constraints, to build an understanding of
production processes and how intended audiences can impact the construction of meaningin
media work. Students develop media literacy
skills by applying their knowledge to interpret
and create media work in a thoughtful,
responsible and safe way for an intended
audience. Like all Arts subjects there are both
practical and written components to the

course.
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Music

Students are given further opportunities to develop music skills and knowledge when performing,
composing and listening to music. They continue to develop aural skills and aural memory to
identify, sing/play and notate simple rhythmic and melodic patterns and chord progressions.
They use notation, terminology and technology to record and communicate music ideas to reflect
different styles. Listening to, and discussing music, using scores and music terminology is a key
part of the course. Students will also rehearse and perform solo and ensemble music,
developing technical skills and expression.

Visual Art

In Year 8, students explore how visual art language, art conventions, techniques and processes
can be applied to shape their ideas for artworks or art practice. In viewing and discussing
artwork from selected cultures, contexts or artists, they reflect on the diverse approaches to
artmaking to form their own ideas or beliefs. Students identify ideas and meaning of artworks
from selected artists or art styles and provide personal responses about how inspiration
informs their own artmaking intentions. The application of materials, techniques, processes or
technologies enables the development of their ideas for artmaking. They use visual art language
to generate, develop and document ideas in written, visual or conversational form and reflect
on their ideas to improve art practice. Students use safe and sustainable artmaking techniques
and processes to communicate ideas and consider the presentation of their artworks within
formal or informal settings. Student artwork may be presented in the student art exhibition. Like

all Arts subjects there are both practical and written components to the course.
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Year9

All students will be able to select Arts subjects from the listed grid line options. In all Arts subjects
there are both practical and written components to the course. Students can expect to be part of
performance or exhibition opportunities as part of their course. This may involve out of hours

rehearsals or preparations.

Dance
In Year 9, Dance students use improvisation, a selection and manipulation of the elements of
dance and choreographic devices and structure to choreograph dance that communicates
ideas/meaning or intent. Technique, dance skills and performance qualities are refined through
learning specific genres/styles and
performing to an audience. Safe and
healthy dance underlies all dance
experiences. They perform within their
own capabilities, individually and in
groups. Students reflect on the work of
choreographers (self and others) in
terms of their use of the elements of
dance, choreographic devices and

structure, and design concepts, and

how these communicate meaning.
Investigation of the evolution of genre/style allows students to understand the influence of
contextual factors on dance. The learning focus enables the content to be taught with student
interest in mind and underpins all learning activities. Teachers could address content through
one or more of the following genres/styles: Broadway/ theatrical jazz, cheer, contemporary,
lyrical and tap. All Dance students will be invited to participate in Dance Night. Like all Arts

subjects there are both practical and written components to the course.

Drama

In Year 9 Drama, students build on
their skills to present drama as a
performance using safe practices,
effective processes, techniques and
conventions suited to chosen forms
and styles. They explore national
themes through research using
devised or published scripts, drawing
from a range of contexts to

communicate meaning. In practice,

students work in devised and
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scripted drama which develops problem-solving skills; group work which fosters collaboration;
and communication and respect for diverse perspectives. They use oral and written reflective
and responsive processes, supported through scaffolded frameworks, to develop analysis skills
and drama specific terminology. We extend our understanding of dramatic styles as we
practically explore theatre types such as Commedia Dell ‘Arte and Realism. Students may be
invited to participate in the Drama Evening. Like all Arts subjects there are both practical and

written components to the course.

Media Arts

In Year 9, students explore how media languages manipulate meaning as they experience
Australian or international media work. They investigate representations and consider how
controls and constraints impact content creation. Students experiment with codes and
conventions to construct representations, using pre-production documentation to guide
production processes. They learn how audiences influence the development of their media work,
build technical skills, and work in teams within production roles. Students plan, create and share
media work, reflecting on the way they construct meaning for audiences while making ethical
decisions aboutresponsible representation. They follow safe production practices and reflect on
their media work. Like all Arts subjects there are both practical and written components to the

course.
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Visual Art

InYear9, students investigate how artists use visual art language, visual conventions, techniques
and processes to create artworks and refine their own ideas and intentions for artmaking. When
considering contextual viewpoints, representations and approaches to artmaking from other
cultures, times, places and artists, students refine their own ideas and beliefs. They describe
meaning, purpose and perspectives of artworks from selected artists and art styles from
contemporary and past times and form personal responses, reflecting on their own artmaking
processes and intentions. Students use and refine their visual language in the development of
artwork and develop, refine and document ideas in written, visual or conversational forms.
Appraising ideas to improve their own art practice, they convey their own ideas for artmaking
through the application of materials, techniques, processes or technologies. Students develop
and resolve artworks or art practice using safe and sustainable work practices to develop
personal expression and communicate meaning or perspective when presenting to audiences.
Student artwork may be presented in the student art exhibition. Like all Arts subjects there are

both practical and written components to the course.

For Further Information Mark Sills
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Section 6 - Staff Contacts

Deputy Principal -
Teaching & Learning

Mrs Marsha Pengilly

pengilly.marsha@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4223

Deputy Principal -

Pastoral Care

Ms Jess Martin

martin.jessica@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4231

Director of Academics

Ms Janine Walsh

walsh.janine@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
92904234

smith.scott@stbrigids.wa.edu.au

Assistant

Dean-7 Mr Scott Smith
9290 4267
daley.lauren@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
Dean-8 Mrs Lauren Daley
9290 4238
ierace-
Ms Lauren lerace- o
Dean-9 bowers.lauren@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
Bowers
9290 4273
Workplace Learning troy.carolynne@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
Mrs Carolynne Troy

9290 4211

Heads of Learning/Subject Coordinators

Religious Education

Mrs Caterina Dwyer

dwyer.caterina@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4239

English

Mrs Maxine Brown

brown.maxine@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4250

Health & Physical
Education

Mr Luke Ford

ford.luke@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4229

Humanities & Social
Sciences

Ms Cathy Santarelli

santarelli.cathy@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
92904215

Languages

Ms Benedetta Heys

heys.benedetta@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
92904218

Mathematics

Mrs Sarah Pontre

pontre.sarah@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4246

Science

Dr Michalie Ruoss

ruoss.michalie@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4228

Design Technologies

Mrs Louren Greyling

greyling.louren@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4225

Digital Technologies

Mrs Argia Biddle

biddle.argia@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
9290 4225

The Arts

Mr Mark Sills

sills.mark@stbrigids.wa.edu.au
92904214
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