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St Brigid’s College 

Parent Forum 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Meeting Date Tuesday 11 August 2026 
Meeting Venue College Community Room and TEAMS 
Meeting Time 6.30pm 
Type of Meeting General Meeting 
Attendees - Committee 
Members 

Jo Markovic 
Anna Coghlan 
Mandy Wallace 
Peta Kennedy 

Attendees – Staff Veronica Parker 
Yvonne Bleach (online) 

Attendees – Parents / 
Guardians 

Tim Cramp (online) 
Amy (online) 
Deb (online) 
Sarah 

Apologies Not recorded 
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Discussion Points 
Meeting Opened at 6.30pm 

Agenda Item 1 - Acknowledgement of Country 
Jo Markovic – President 
 

Acknowledged the Whadjuk Noongar people of the Noongar Nation as the traditional 
custodians of the land and waters on which the College stands. 

Agenda Item 2 – Opening Prayer 
Anna Coghlan – Vice President 

 
• Anna Coghlan led the opening prayer, focusing on responsibility to God, self, 

family, community and creation. 
Agenda Item 3 – Welcome and Parent Forum Purpose 
Jo Markovic – President 
 

• Jo welcomed those attending in person and online. 
• The Parent Forum does not govern the College. It provides a family perspective, 

supports the College community and operates under the 2026 theme, ‘We 
welcome, we care’.  

• Attendance was low and quorum was not confirmed. The meeting proceeded for 
updates and discussion only, with no financial decisions made. 

Agenda Item 4 – Principal’s Report 
Mrs Veronica Parker – Principal 
 

• The Little Mermaid musical: The College’s first musical in more than 17 years 
was a major community success. Parent and staff support was acknowledged. 
The next College musical is planned for 2028, with future collaboration with 
Mazenod College encouraged. 

• Early years playground: Minor works completed during the holidays included a 
bicycle track, lighting, general clean-up and safety improvements. The works 
were supported by a Parent Forum grant. 

• College master plan: The plan is awaiting endorsement from Mercy Education, 
with an outcome hoped for in November. Subject to approval, the first stage may 
commence in 2028 with a new early learning centre and primary school. Major 
investment in the current early years area is being limited while the plan remains 
pending. 

• Commemorative pavers: Families may still be able to place an order because 
the current order has not yet been submitted. The pavers form part of the 
College’s centenary recognition. 

• Scholarships: The College is speaking with potential donors to rebuild 
scholarship funding for secondary students, including Years 7 and 10. The 
purpose, eligibility and format of future scholarships will be reviewed before a 
proposal is taken to the Advisory Council. 

• Boarding outreach: Regional visits and events are generating enquiries and 
planned College tours. Upcoming outreach includes Brookton and the Dowerin 
area, with some travel costs shared with Mazenod College. 
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• Christian Service Learning: Dr Salvatore De Luca is reviewing the program, 
shifting the focus from hours to reflection and impact. Service remains required. 

• Student leadership: Leadership structures across Years 6, 7 and 12 are being 
reviewed to better match current cohort sizes and provide broader student voice. 
Jessica Martin will provide further information to families. 

• NAPLAN and curriculum review: Year 9 mathematics results were very strong. 
Year 3 numeracy remains an area for review. Staff will examine the data, student 
growth and the suitability of the Prime Maths resource at the professional 
learning day on 21 August. 

• Mercy schools collaboration: A combined day at Santa Maria College brought 
together the three Mercy schools. The event supported student connection and 
professional networking, including opportunities for shared practice and cross-
marking. 

• Girls’ education conference: The International Coalition of Girls’ Schools 
conference in Toronto reinforced the importance of supporting girls to be 
courageous, engage actively and contribute confidently. 

• Mercy Education leadership: The new Chair of Mercy Education, Mel Audrey, 
attended the combined Mass and visited the College. Her existing knowledge of St 
Brigid’s College and leadership were welcomed. 

Agenda Item 5 – Review of Previous Minutes and Actions 
Peta Kennedy – Secretary 
 

• Outstanding actions from the previous meeting were reviewed. 
• ‘Anything but your school bag’ day is confirmed for Monday of Week 9, Term 3, 

and is supported by the Parent Forum. 
• The 2026 bingo event has been postponed. The event will be reconsidered for 

2027 with compliant naming and licensing arrangements. 
• Minutes may be sent directly to Yvonne Bleach, or copied to her, so they can be 

uploaded promptly to the Parent Forum webpage. 
• Formal acceptance of the previous minutes was not recorded. 

Agenda Item 6 – Financial Report 
Mandy Wallace – Treasurer 
 

Available Parent Forum Funds: $47,112 

• Opening balance at 24 June 2026: $67,828. 
• Only limited activity occurred during the reporting period, including Parent 

Forum subscription adjustments and reimbursements for year-level friend-
raising events. 

• Approximately $20,000 remains committed or quarantined for approved grants, 
including NAIDOC Week and Birthday Days, leaving $47,112 available for the 
remainder of 2026. 

• Items requiring reconciliation include the 2025 World Teachers’ Day invoice, 
finalisation of the Junior School Disco finances, and the Chartwells coffee 
allocation. 

• Yvonne will confirm outstanding Year 12 event and parent morning/afternoon 
tea requirements before the next meeting. 

 



  
 
 

P a g e  4 | 5 
 

Agenda Item 7 – Grant Applications 
Peta Kennedy – Secretary 
 

No new grant applications were presented. 
No financial decisions were made because quorum was not confirmed. 

 
Any Other Business – AOB 
Peta Kennedy – Secretary 
 

• Bus and pickup shelters: The College will explore a shelter for students waiting 
for the bus. A shelter near the Kingston Road pickup area may be more complex 
because of site jurisdiction, cost and the space required. 

• Dance room air conditioning: Any investment will need to be considered 
against possible future demolition or facility changes under the master plan. 

• World Teachers’ Day: College leadership will review the format used in recent 
years and confirm the preferred approach for 2026. 

• Friend-raising: Year 7 and Year 3 events were well received. Remaining year 
groups, including secondary years, will be encouraged to hold events. Jo will 
prepare a short newsletter item explaining the initiative, and year-level 
communications may also be sent through deans and representatives. 

• Upcoming community events: ‘Anything but your school bag’ day will be held 
on Monday of Week 9, Term 3. Loud Sock Day will be held on Friday of Week 1, 
Term 4. 

• Mercy Day: Parent volunteers will be requested for the lunch bar and other event 
support. Parent helpers will be able to watch the event; general family 
attendance cannot be accommodated. 

• Year 6 and Year 12 activities: Representatives will be asked to confirm end-of-
year activities, catering or grant requirements, and the status of Year 6 yearbook 
photo submissions. 

• Triton’s Fountain: The Forum discussed refreshing the fountain following its 
successful use during the musical. The scope, costs and funding source require 
further investigation; no funding was approved. 

• Christian Service Learning query: Activities with a genuine community-service 
component, including relevant Army Cadets activities, may count. Final guidance 
should be confirmed with the Head of Faith and Mission. 

• End-of-year secondary activity: A water inflatable or ninja-course activity for 
Years 7–10 was suggested. College policy, risk, safety and approval requirements 
must be checked before the idea progresses. 
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Actions 
 

 
 

 
 
Meeting Dates 
 
Next Meetings: 
Wednesday 16 September 2026 
Wednesday 28 October 2026 
Wednesday 18 November 2026 – Annual Community Meeting 

Meeting Closed at 7.25pm 
 


